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The Nusayri-'Alawi faith is an excellent example of a syncretistic esoteric religion with self-conscious elite
who zealously guarded its sectarian literature. The faith fuses elements of cults and creeds of ancient pagan
religions, Persian religion, Christianity, Gnosticism, Sunni and especially Shi'i Islam, in a syncretistic system
that is clothed in heterodox Shi'i garb. This book presents a critical edition and study of Kitab al-Ma'arif
(Book of Knowledge), authored by the early 11th century sage Abu Sa'id Maymun b. Qasim al-Tabarani. Al-
Tabarani was an outstanding communal leader and theologian in the formative period of the Nusayri
religion, and became a prominent figure in the golden chain of Nusayri tradition. This seminal work is a
compendium of Nusayri theology and liturgy, forming part of al-Tabarani's larger project to systematize the
beliefs and practices of the developing religion and to consolidate its self-definition through a corpus of
religious paideia. As such, this work, together with al-Tabarani's other writings, played a crucial role in
transforming the meaning and practice of Islam by shaping the new religion's identity as the true Shi'a,
reminiscent of antinomian Pauline Christianity and its definition of verus Israel.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Price:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Kitab al-Ma'arif
by Abu Sa'id Maymun b. Qasim al-Tabarani: Critical Edition with an Introduction (Orientalia Lovaniensia
Analecta)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with
the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Ashley Parra:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Kitab al-Ma'arif by
Abu Sa'id Maymun b. Qasim al-Tabarani: Critical Edition with an Introduction (Orientalia Lovaniensia
Analecta). All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Patricia Beall:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this Kitab al-
Ma'arif by Abu Sa'id Maymun b. Qasim al-Tabarani: Critical Edition with an Introduction (Orientalia
Lovaniensia Analecta).

Catherine Almond:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the Kitab al-Ma'arif by Abu Sa'id Maymun b. Qasim al-Tabarani: Critical



Edition with an Introduction (Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta) when you desired it?
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