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Interviews are ubiquitous in modern society, and they play a crucial role in social scientific research. But, as
Charles Briggs convincingly argues in this book, received interviewing techniques rest on fundamental
misapprehensions about the nature both of the interview as a communicative event, and of the nature of the
data that it produces. Furthermore, interviewers rarely examine the compatibility of interviews as a means of
acquiring information to one another. These oversights often blind interviewers to ensuing errors of
interpretation, as well as to the limitations of the interview as a means of acquiring data. To conflict these
problems, Professor Briggs presents an analysis of the 'communicative blunders' that he himself committed
in conducting research interviews among Spanish-speakers in northern New Mexico. By focusing on these
errors and exploring how they may be avoided, he is able to propose new techniques for designing,
implementing, and analyzing interview-based research. These rest on identifying the subjects' resources for
conveying information, and the relative compatability of the shared rules and understandings that underlie
their strategies with those associated with interviews. Critical of existing paradigms of interviewing, which
he sees as deriving from Western 'folk' theories of reality and communication, Briggs shows that the
development of more sophisticated interviewing methodologies requires further research into interviewing
itself. Briggs's conclusions provide a basis for the reexamination of current uses of interviews in a wide
range of contexts - from social science research to job applications, welfare and health care delivery,
criminal and legal investigations, journalism and broadcasting, and other areas of everyday life. His book
will appeal to linguists, sociologists, anthropologists, historians, psychologists, as well as other readers
whose research or professional activities depend on the use of interviews.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Dabney:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Learning How to Ask: A Sociolinguistic Appraisal
of the Role of the Interview in Social Science Research (Studies in the Social and Cultural Foundations of
Language). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important some sort of book Learning How to Ask: A Sociolinguistic Appraisal of the Role of the Interview
in Social Science Research (Studies in the Social and Cultural Foundations of Language). You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Bruce Bracey:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Learning How to Ask: A Sociolinguistic
Appraisal of the Role of the Interview in Social Science Research (Studies in the Social and Cultural
Foundations of Language) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Lois Jennings:

Typically the book Learning How to Ask: A Sociolinguistic Appraisal of the Role of the Interview in Social
Science Research (Studies in the Social and Cultural Foundations of Language) will bring that you the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Learning How to Ask: A Sociolinguistic
Appraisal of the Role of the Interview in Social Science Research (Studies in the Social and Cultural
Foundations of Language) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Mae Marks:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can



add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the Learning How to Ask: A Sociolinguistic Appraisal of the Role of the Interview in Social Science
Research (Studies in the Social and Cultural Foundations of Language) when you necessary it?
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