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If one does not understand the biology of the coral reef, one does not understand the reef at all. So, using
more than 250 illustrations and specially drawn ecological reconstructions of reef communities, Rachel
Wood provides a unique evolutionary approach to the understanding of ancient coral reef ecosystems.
Marine organisms have aggregated to form reefs for over 3.5 billion years--creating the largest biologically
constructed feature on earth, some visible from space. However, their study has been largely descriptive.
Reef Evolution, documents the fundamental biological processes and innovations which have molded the
evolution of reef ecosystems and given rise to the highly complex communities found today. The appearance
of clonality, the acquisition of photosymbiosis, and the radiation of predator groups are all discussed in
depth. Data from the fossil record documents the evolutionary development of reef ecosystems. Although
reefs only occupy a small percentage of the oceans, their importance to the marine environment is many-
faceted and global. They create harbors and allow the development of shallow basins with associated
mangrove or seagrass communities; they protect coastlines from erosion; are involved in the regulation of
atmospheric carbon, which in turn contributes to climate control. can provide extensive oil and gas
reservoirs. From a biological standpoint, however, the great significance of reefs lies in their ability to
generate and maintain a substantial proportion of tropical marine biodiversity. This unique interdisciplinary
approach provides students and researchers in evolution, marine biology, ecology, paleontology,
biodiversity, and geology with a text that will allow them to truly understand the biological innovations
which have molded the evolution of coral reefs and given rise to the highly complex communities found
today.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Foley:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Reef Evolution. You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book Reef Evolution. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet system. It
is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Elizabeth Schwartz:

The guide untitled Reef Evolution is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of
the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their way
of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the
e-book of Reef Evolution from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Mary Gobeil:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled Reef Evolution can be very good book to read.
May be it can be best activity to you.

Lena Robertson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
also you know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book.
Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Reef
Evolution.
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