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Elizabeth Cady Stanton?along with her comrade-in-arms, Susan B. Anthony?was one of the most important
leaders of the movement to gain American women the vote. But, as Vivian Gornick argues in this passionate,
vivid biographical essay, Stanton is also the greatest feminist thinker of the nineteenth century. Endowed
with a philosophical cast of mind large enough to grasp the immensity that women's rights addressed,
Stanton developed a devotion to equality uniquely American in character. Her writing and life make clear
why feminism as a liberation movement has flourished here as nowhere else in the world.

Born in 1815 into a conservative family of privilege, Stanton was radicalized by her experience in the
abolitionist movement. Attending the first international conference on slavery in London in 1840, she found
herself amazed when the conference officials refused to seat her because of her sex. At that moment she
realized that "In the eyes of the world I was not as I was in my own eyes, I was only a woman." At the same
moment she saw what it meant for the American republic to have failed to deliver on its fundamental
promise of equality for all. In her last public address, "The Solitude of Self," (delivered in 1892), she argued
for women's political equality on the grounds that loneliness is the human condition, and that each citizen
therefore needs the tools to fight alone for his or her interests.

Vivian Gornick first encountered "The Solitude of Self" thirty years ago. Of that moment Gornick writes, "I
hardly knew who Stanton was, much less what this speech meant in her life, or in our history, but it I can still
remember thinking with excitement and gratitude, as I read these words for the first time, eighty years after
they were written, ‘We are beginning where she left off.' "

The Solitude of Self is a profound, distilled meditation on what makes American feminism American from
one of the finest critics of our time.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Jones:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Solitude of Self: Thinking
About Elizabeth Cady Stanton book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Robert Clift:

This book untitled The Solitude of Self: Thinking About Elizabeth Cady Stanton to be one of several books
in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Christopher McCrady:

The Solitude of Self: Thinking About Elizabeth Cady Stanton can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing The Solitude of Self:
Thinking About Elizabeth Cady Stanton but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Christine Hughes:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Solitude of Self: Thinking About Elizabeth Cady Stanton why because
the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you
to pick up this book.
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