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'Suddently, at about one o'clock in the morning, there was a sharp, unbearably explicit knock on the door.
'They've come for Osip', I said'. In 1933 the poet Osip Mandelstam- friend to Boris Pasternak and Anna
Akhmatova- wrote a spirited satire denouncing Josef Stalin. It proved to be a sixteen-line death sentence. For
his one act of defiance he was arrested by the Cheka, the secret police, interrogated, exiled and eventually re-
arrested. He died en route to one of Stalin's labour camps. His wife, Nadezhda (1899-1980) was with him on
both occasions when he was arrested, and she loyally accompanied him into exile in the Urals, where he
wrote his last great poems. Although his mind had been unbalanced by his ordeal in prison, his spirit
remained unbroken. Eager to solve 'the Mandelstam problem', the Soviet authorities invited the couple to
stay in a rest home near Moscow. Nadezhda saw it as an opportunity for her husband to mend his shattered
life, but it was a trap and he was arrested for the last time. 'My case will never be closed', Osip once said, and
it is mostly through the courageous efforts of Nadezhda that his memory has been preserved. Hope against
Hope, her first volume of memoirs, is a vivid and disturbing account of her last four years with her husband,
the efforts she made to secure his release, to rescue his manuscripts from oblivion, and later, tragically, to
discover the truth about his mysterious death. It is also a harrowing, first-hand account of how Stalin and his
henchmen persecuted Russia's literary intelligentsia in the 1930s and beyond. Nadezhda Mandelstam spent
most of the Second World War in Tashkent, living with her friend Akhmatova. Only in 1964 was she at last
granted permission to return to Moscow. Here she began Hope against Hope, and later Hope Abandoned, the
two memoirs of her life.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Anderson:

The book Hope Against Hope (Harvill Press Editions) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Hope Against
Hope (Harvill Press Editions)? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Hope Against Hope (Harvill Press Editions) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Maria Trussell:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Hope Against Hope
(Harvill Press Editions) suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era.
Often the book untitled Hope Against Hope (Harvill Press Editions)is the main one of several books that will
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read
this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give
you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this
book.

Shirley Henderson:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always
try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of
them is this Hope Against Hope (Harvill Press Editions).

Wiley Wagner:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Hope Against Hope (Harvill Press Editions), you may
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can
happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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