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It is time to recover rabbinic lessons of late antiquity: God is a God of grace and love; human beings
can aspire to goodness and promise; on Yom Kippur the two of them meet—God's love energizes
human potential and the world is reborn with hope restored.

The God of Jewish tradition is far from the strict God of justice commonly understood to be the God of the
Hebrew Bible. God’s self-introduction to Moses atop Mount Sinai does indeed conclude with the image of
punishment throughout the generations but begins with "God merciful and gracious," the imagery that finds
its way into rabbinic liturgy and lore as solely the God of grace and compassion, pardon and love.

To arrive at this selective perception of biblical tradition, the Rabbis of the Talmud deliberately misread the
biblical text, and then fashioned a myth of God who dresses up as a leader of prayer and promises pardon if
Israel will only repeat these merciful attributes as part of its prayer ritual on that day. Ever since, the Thirteen
Attributes—as the list comes to be known—becomes central to Jewish prayer, accompanying the liturgy for
holidays generally, and framing the opening and closing services of the holiest day in the Jewish year, Yom
Kippur, the “Day of Judgment” itself.

In this seventh volume in the Prayers of Awe Series, contributors—men and women, rabbis and laypeople,
scholars and artists from across the spectrum of Jewish life, and representing the US, Israel, the UK,
Germany, France, Canada, and Australia—chart the importance of these Thirteen Attributes of God. They
explore the kind of God Jews meet in prayer and the consequent self-reflection about the human condition
that Judaism recommends on the basis of its idealized image of God as, above all, merciful and gracious.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony McDonell:

The book Encountering God: God Merciful and Gracious-El Rachum V'chanun (Prayers of Awe Series) give
you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make examining a book Encountering God: God Merciful and Gracious-El Rachum
V'chanun (Prayers of Awe Series) to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open
up and read a e-book Encountering God: God Merciful and Gracious-El Rachum V'chanun (Prayers of Awe
Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how
do you think about this e-book?

Richard Smith:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Encountering God: God Merciful and Gracious-El Rachum V'chanun (Prayers
of Awe Series) book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts
here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer of Encountering God: God Merciful and Gracious-El Rachum V'chanun
(Prayers of Awe Series) content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking Encountering God: God Merciful and Gracious-El Rachum V'chanun (Prayers of Awe Series) is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Kevin Kennard:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Encountering God: God Merciful and Gracious-El
Rachum V'chanun (Prayers of Awe Series) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to
you.

Elaine Gold:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading



is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims
Encountering God: God Merciful and Gracious-El Rachum V'chanun (Prayers of Awe Series).
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