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Mummies, Cannibals and Vampires charts in vivid detail the largely forgotten history of European corpse
medicine, which saw kings, ladies, gentlemen, priests and scientists prescribe, swallow or wear human
blood, flesh, bone, fat, brains and skin in an attempt to heal themselves of epilepsy, bruising, wounds, sores,
plague, cancer, gout and depression. In this comprehensive and accessible text, Richard Sugg shows that, far
from being a medieval therapy, corpse medicine was at its height during the social and scientific revolutions
of early-modern Britain, surviving well into the eighteenth century and, amongst the poor, lingering
stubbornly on into the time of Queen Victoria.

Ranging from the execution scaffolds of Germany and Scandinavia, through the courts and laboratories of
Italy, France and Britain, to the battlefields of Holland and Ireland, and on to the tribal man-eating of the
Americas, Mummies, Cannibals and Vampires argues that the real cannibals were in fact the Europeans.
Picking our way through the bloodstained shadows of this remarkable secret history, we encounter medicine
cut from bodies living and dead, sacks of human fat harvested after a gun battle, gloves made of human skin,
and the first mummy to appear on the London stage. Lit by the uncanny glow of a lamp filled with human
blood, this second edition includes new material on exo-cannibalism, skull medicine, the blood-drinking of
Scandinavian executions, Victorian corpse-stroking, and the magical powers of candles made from human
fat. In our quest to understand the strange paradox of routine Christian cannibalism we move from the
Catholic vampirism of the Eucharist, through the routine filth and discomfort of early modern bodies, and in
to the potent, numinous source of corpse medicine’s ultimate power: the human soul itself.

Now accompanied by a companion website with supplementary articles, interviews with the author, related
images, summaries of key topics, and a glossary, the second edition of Mummies, Cannibals and Vampires is
an essential read for anyone interested in the history of medicine, early modern history, and the darker,
hidden past of European Christendom.
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From reader reviews:

Kirk Fonseca:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Mummies, Cannibals and Vampires: The
History of Corpse Medicine from the Renaissance to the Victorians will make you to become smarter. You
can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or
reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or suited book with you?

Steven Slaughter:

The book untitled Mummies, Cannibals and Vampires: The History of Corpse Medicine from the
Renaissance to the Victorians contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend
idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry,
you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new
age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone,
or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Mary Fix:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This e-book Mummies, Cannibals and Vampires: The History of Corpse Medicine from
the Renaissance to the Victorians was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge
about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many
ways to get book which you wanted.

Virginia Johnson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Mummies, Cannibals and Vampires: The History
of Corpse Medicine from the Renaissance to the Victorians was bright colored and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book Mummies, Cannibals and Vampires: The History of Corpse Medicine from
the Renaissance to the Victorians has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all
of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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