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Every work of art has a story behind it. In 1886 the German American artist Robert Koehler painted a
dramatic wide-angle depiction of an imagined confrontation between factory workers and their employer. He
called this oil painting The Strike. It has had a long and tumultuous international history as a symbol of class
struggle and the cause of workers’ rights. First exhibited just days before the tragic Chicago Haymarket riot,
The Strike became an inspiration for the labor movement. In the midst of the campaign for an eight-hour
workday, it gained international attention at expositions in Paris, Munich, and the 1893 Chicago World’s
Fair. Though the painting fell into obscurity for decades in the early twentieth century, The Strike lived on in
wood-engraved reproductions in labor publications. Its purchase, restoration, and exhibition by New Left
activist Lee Baxandall in the early 1970s launched it to international fame once more, and collectors and
galleries around the world scrambled to acquire it. It is now housed in the Deutsches Historisches Museum in
Berlin, Germany.

            Art historian James M. Dennis has crafted a compelling “biography” of Koehler’s painting: its
exhibitions, acclaim, neglect, and rediscovery. He introduces its German-born creator and politically diverse
audiences and traces the painting’s acceptance and rejection through the years, exploring how class and
sociopolitical movements affected its reception. Dennis considers the significance of key figures in the
painting, such as the woman asserting her presence in the center of action. He compellingly explains why
The Strike has earned its identity as the iconic painting of the industrial labor movement.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Sisk:

In other case, little folks like to read book Robert Koehler’s The Strike: The Improbable Story of an Iconic
1886 Painting of Labor Protest (Studies in American Thought and Culture). You can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Robert Koehler’s The Strike:
The Improbable Story of an Iconic 1886 Painting of Labor Protest (Studies in American Thought and
Culture). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's read.

John McCraw:

The book Robert Koehler’s The Strike: The Improbable Story of an Iconic 1886 Painting of Labor Protest
(Studies in American Thought and Culture) can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Robert Koehler’s The Strike: The
Improbable Story of an Iconic 1886 Painting of Labor Protest (Studies in American Thought and Culture)? A
few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Robert Koehler’s The Strike: The Improbable Story
of an Iconic 1886 Painting of Labor Protest (Studies in American Thought and Culture) has simple shape
however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Hattie Godfrey:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Robert Koehler’s The Strike:
The Improbable Story of an Iconic 1886 Painting of Labor Protest (Studies in American Thought and
Culture) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction
of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of
you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you are able to pick Robert Koehler’s The Strike: The Improbable Story of an Iconic 1886 Painting of
Labor Protest (Studies in American Thought and Culture) become your current starter.

Wanda Hardin:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more



precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the
books in the top collection in your reading list is Robert Koehler’s The Strike: The Improbable Story of an
Iconic 1886 Painting of Labor Protest (Studies in American Thought and Culture). This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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