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According to legend, the Virgin appeared one Christmas Eve to an artless young man standing in one of
Constantinople's most famous Marian shrines. She offered him a scroll of papyrus with the injunction that he
swallow it, and following the Virgin's command, he did so. Immediately his voice turned sweet and gentle as
he spontaneously intoned his hymn "The Virgin today gives birth." So was born the career of Romanos the
Melodist (ca. 485-560), one of the greatest liturgical poets of Byzantium, author of at least sixty long hymns,
or kontakia, that were chanted during the night vigils preceding major feasts and festivals.

In The Virgin in Song, Thomas Arentzen explores the characterization of Mary in these kontakia and the
ways in which the kontakia echoed the cult of the Virgin. He focuses on three key moments in her story as
marked in the liturgical calendar: her encounter with Gabriel in the Annunciation, her child's birth at
Christmas, and the death of her son during Good Friday. Consistently, Arentzen contends, Romanos counters
expectations by shifting emphasis away from Christ himself to focus on Mary—as the subject of the erotic
gaze, as a breastfeeding figure of abundance and fertility, and finally as an authoritatively vocal woman who
conveys the secrets of her son and the joys of the resurrection.

Through his hymns, Romanos inspired an affective relationship between Mary and his audience, bringing the
human and the holy into dialogue. By plumbing her emotional depths, the poet traces her process of
understanding as she apprehends the mysteries that she embodies. By giving her a powerful voice, he grants
subjectivity to a maiden who becomes a mediator. Romanos shaped a figure, Arentzen argues, who related
intimately with her flock in a formative period of Christian orthodoxy.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Anderson:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Virgin in Song: Mary and the
Poetry of Romanos the Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) will make you to be
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Preston Sloan:

The book The Virgin in Song: Mary and the Poetry of Romanos the Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late
Ancient Religion) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book The Virgin in Song: Mary and the Poetry of Romanos
the Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion)? Several of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book The Virgin in Song: Mary and the Poetry of Romanos the Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late
Ancient Religion) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Lisa Robinson:

This The Virgin in Song: Mary and the Poetry of Romanos the Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late
Ancient Religion) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That The Virgin in Song:
Mary and the Poetry of Romanos the Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) without we
understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be
worry The Virgin in Song: Mary and the Poetry of Romanos the Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late
Ancient Religion) can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Virgin in Song: Mary and the
Poetry of Romanos the Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) having very good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Kari Hughes:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Virgin in Song: Mary and the



Poetry of Romanos the Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) that give your fun
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
way for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick The Virgin in
Song: Mary and the Poetry of Romanos the Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion)
become your current starter.

Download and Read Online The Virgin in Song: Mary and the
Poetry of Romanos the Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late
Ancient Religion) Thomas Arentzen #AF69GPC2JVS



Read The Virgin in Song: Mary and the Poetry of Romanos the
Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) by Thomas
Arentzen for online ebook

The Virgin in Song: Mary and the Poetry of Romanos the Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion) by Thomas Arentzen Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap
books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online,
online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Virgin in Song: Mary and
the Poetry of Romanos the Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) by Thomas Arentzen
books to read online.

Online The Virgin in Song: Mary and the Poetry of Romanos the Melodist
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) by Thomas Arentzen ebook PDF
download

The Virgin in Song: Mary and the Poetry of Romanos the Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late
Ancient Religion) by Thomas Arentzen Doc

The Virgin in Song: Mary and the Poetry of Romanos the Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) by
Thomas Arentzen Mobipocket

The Virgin in Song: Mary and the Poetry of Romanos the Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) by
Thomas Arentzen EPub


