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Conventional wisdom dictates that the conditions of international politics require states to pursue "tough"
strategies based on threats, ruling out "soft" strategies such as reassurances or appeasement. In Threats and
Promises, James W. Davis, Jr., works toward a theory of influence in international politics that recognizes
the power of promises and assurances as tools of statecraft.

Davis offers an analytic treatment of promises and assurances, drawing on relevant strands of international
relations theory and deterrence theory, as well as cognitive and social psychology. Building on prospect
theory (from cognitive psychology), he develops a testable theory of influence that suggests promises are
most effective when potential aggressors are motivated by a desire to avoid loss. Davis then considers a
series of case studies drawn principally from German diplomatic relations in the later nineteenth and early
twentieth century. From the case studies?which focus on such issues as European stability, colonial
competition, and the outbreak of the First World War?Davis shows how a blending of threats and promises
according to reasoned principles can lead to a new system of more creative statecraft.

While many critical analyses exist on the use of threats, there are relatively few on the use of promises.
Davis argues that promises have been central to outcomes that were previously attributed to the successful
use of deterrent threats, as well as the resolution of many crises where threats failed to deter aggression.
Threats and Promises challenges the conventional wisdom and is an original contribution to the field of
international politics.
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From reader reviews:

Fannie Wymer:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this
Threats and Promises: The Pursuit of International Influence.

Raymond Dahms:

The book with title Threats and Promises: The Pursuit of International Influence posesses a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Raymond Albanese:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Threats and Promises: The Pursuit
of International Influence that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they
react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all
of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good
habit, it is possible to pick Threats and Promises: The Pursuit of International Influence become your starter.

Patricia Coulter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Threats and Promises: The Pursuit of
International Influence.
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