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The Ottoman-Jewish story has long been told as a romance between Jews and the empire. The prevailing
view is that Ottoman Jews were protected and privileged by imperial policies and in return offered their
unflagging devotion to the imperial government over many centuries. In this book, Julia Phillips Cohen
offers a corrective, arguing that Jewish leaders who promoted this vision were doing so in response to a
series of reforms enacted by the nineteenth-century Ottoman state: the new equality they gained came with a
new set of expectations. Ottoman subjects were suddenly to become imperial citizens, to consider their
neighbors as brothers and their empire as a homeland.

Becoming Ottomans is the first book to tell the story of Jewish political integration into a modern Islamic
empire. It begins with the process set in motion by the imperial state reforms known as the Tanzimat, which
spanned the years 1839-1876 and legally emancipated the non-Muslims of the empire. Four decades later the
situation was difficult to recognize. By the close of the nineteenth century, Ottoman Muslims and Jews alike
regularly referred to Jews as a model community, or millet-as a group whose leaders and members knew how
to serve their state and were deeply engaged in Ottoman politics. The struggles of different Jewish
individuals and groups to define the public face of their communities is underscored in their responses to a
series of important historical events.

Charting the dramatic reversal of Jews in the empire over a half-century, Becoming Ottomans offers new
perspectives for understanding Jewish encounters with modernity and citizenship in a centralizing,
modernizing Islamic state in an imperial, multi-faith landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Sherrie Shannon:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible
Becoming Ottomans: Sephardi Jews and Imperial Citizenship in the Modern Era? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Eleanor Sotomayor:

The actual book Becoming Ottomans: Sephardi Jews and Imperial Citizenship in the Modern Era will bring
you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
If you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Becoming Ottomans:
Sephardi Jews and Imperial Citizenship in the Modern Era is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Michael Martin:

The actual book Becoming Ottomans: Sephardi Jews and Imperial Citizenship in the Modern Era has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Helen Rios:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Becoming Ottomans: Sephardi Jews and
Imperial Citizenship in the Modern Era to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see
it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Becoming Ottomans: Sephardi Jews and Imperial
Citizenship in the Modern Era can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of that time.
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