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This book explores how modernity gives rise to temporal disorders when time cannot be assimilated and
integrated into the realm of lived experience. Inspired by Walter Benjamin's description of the shock
experience of modernity through readings of Baudelaire, the book turns to Baudelaire and Flaubert in order
to derive insights into the many temporal disorders (such as trauma, addiction, and fetishism) that pervade
contemporary culture.

Through close readings of Baudelaire's Flowers of Evil and Flaubert's Madame Bovary, Elissa Marder argues
that these nineteenth-century texts can, paradoxically, make us aware of aspects of present-day life that are
not easily described or perceived. Following reflections by Benjamin, Jameson, and Lyotard, she shows that
the ability to measure time increases in inverse proportion to the human ability to express it and create
meaning through it. Although we have increased our ability to record events, we have become collectively
less able to assimilate the experience of the very events that new technologies enable us to record. The
literary articulations of addiction and fetishism in Baudelaire and Flaubert reveal that these temporal
disorders can be understood structurally as expressions of an inability to live in time. At a psychic level, they
can be read as attempts to ward off increased stimuli and unwanted aspects of reality by stopping time.

The book also interrogates the relationship between misogyny and modernity. By revealing the privileged
function assigned to feminine figures in Baudelaire and Flaubert, and engaging with contemporary writings
in psychoanalysis, feminism, and cultural studies, this work shows how the experience of time—and the
attempts to stop it—become inscribed on a feminine or feminized body. Dead Time provides us with a way
of understanding how our own collective temporal disorders may be part of the unassimilated legacy of
nineteenth-century modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Wood:

The book Dead Time: Temporal Disorders in the Wake of Modernity (Baudelaire and Flaubert) make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
reading a book Dead Time: Temporal Disorders in the Wake of Modernity (Baudelaire and Flaubert) being
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a
few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Dead Time:
Temporal Disorders in the Wake of Modernity (Baudelaire and Flaubert). Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Darrell Mayo:

Here thing why this Dead Time: Temporal Disorders in the Wake of Modernity (Baudelaire and Flaubert)
are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Dead Time: Temporal Disorders in
the Wake of Modernity (Baudelaire and Flaubert) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you
can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Dead Time: Temporal Disorders in
the Wake of Modernity (Baudelaire and Flaubert). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You
can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Dead Time: Temporal Disorders in the Wake
of Modernity (Baudelaire and Flaubert) in e-book can be your alternate.

Philip Martin:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Dead Time: Temporal Disorders in the Wake of Modernity (Baudelaire and Flaubert) your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely
can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion
and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The Dead Time: Temporal Disorders in the Wake of
Modernity (Baudelaire and Flaubert) giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Hayden Wright:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Dead Time: Temporal Disorders in the Wake
of Modernity (Baudelaire and Flaubert) guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make



book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism
Dead Time: Temporal Disorders in the Wake of Modernity (Baudelaire and Flaubert) as good book not
simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by
its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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