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What was it like to drive a steam locomotive? This book shares the ups and downs, mishaps and triumphs, of
life on the footplate. In the 1960s, author David Barnett worked as an engineman / fireman on the footplates
of locomotives in Western Victoria, Australia, at a time when bumper wheat harvests saw trains carrying
tons of grain through Ararat, Victoria for shipping overseas. A variety of locomotives were in use during this
time. The book reveals how some performed magnificently, while others were sluggish and recalcitrant,
requiring every ounce of skill and perseverance of the engineman to keep the wheels turning. A limited
number of passenger trains also saw steam haulage. The drama and adventure of running these engines is
described in graphic and gritty detail by one whose task was keeping the water boiling and the steam gauge
needle on the mark. All this is set against a background of thudding air compressors, chime whistles, and
staccato exhausts, as well as the occasional whine of a diesel electric's dynamic brake, making this a truly
exhilarating picture of Life on Australian Locomotives. *** Librarians: ebook available on ProQuest and
EBSCO [Subject: Autobiography, Australian Studies, History, Railway Transportation]
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Levine:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that
question because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Life on Australian Locomotives to
read.

Donald Chapin:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Life on Australian
Locomotives that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you may pick Life on Australian Locomotives become your own personal
starter.

Bruce Jackson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Life on Australian Locomotives offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Katie Harper:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful photos on
there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this period
of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Life on Australian Locomotives can make you feel more interested to read.
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