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Why is the history of art so often construed as a history of artists, when its alleged focus is art? This book
responds to this question by examining Giorgio Vasari's Lives and the artist it features most centrally,
Michelangelo. Printed in Florence in 1550 and republished in a substantially enlarged form in 1568, the
Lives is a compendium of biographies of the most noteworthy artists, from the late Middle Ages to Vasari's
time. Perhaps no other text has exerted such a formidable influence on the discipline of art history, shaping
its historical and conceptual categories-principally as an effect of its biographical format and the biological
model it follows, charting artistic development from birth through decline.More than any other artist in the
Lives, Michelangelo exemplifies art as an expression of the individual. Yet at the same time, as this book
aims to show, the Lives fashions Michelangelo as the founder of a new academic era in which art develops
collectively as a discipline. Paradoxically, Vasari's celebration of Michelangelo mobilizes a conception of art
as teachable and transmissible that is antithetical to Michelangelo's aesthetic ideals and unique style.Each of
the five chapters of this book examines the notion of art without an author,whereby art is teachable and not
the inimitable product of a genius, or a corporate rather than an individualistic venture. By tracing Vasari's
transformation of Michelangelo from an artist into a figure who legitimates a new age in art, the book
bridges a longstanding dichotomy in our understanding not only of Vasari but also of Renaissance culture
and art.The claims Art Without an Author makes are integrally supported by art historical research and
textual/philological analysis. By way of close study, this book reaches entirely new conclusions about
Michelangelo, the production and significance of Vasari's Lives, and the role authorialvalues play in Italian
Renaissance culture.
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From reader reviews:

Ira Gonzalez:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Art Without an Author: Vasari's Lives
and Michelangelo's Death (Modern Language Initiative). All type of book is it possible to see on many
methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Kevin Mabry:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual
more imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Art Without an Author: Vasari's Lives and Michelangelo's Death (Modern Language
Initiative), you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Kristy Douglas:

Beside this specific Art Without an Author: Vasari's Lives and Michelangelo's Death (Modern Language
Initiative) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Art Without an Author: Vasari's
Lives and Michelangelo's Death (Modern Language Initiative) because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from right
now!

Arthur Reaves:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Art Without an Author: Vasari's Lives and
Michelangelo's Death (Modern Language Initiative) was bright colored and of course has pictures on there.
As we know that book Art Without an Author: Vasari's Lives and Michelangelo's Death (Modern Language
Initiative) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make



you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading that.
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