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Mathias Frisch provides the first sustained philosophical discussion of conceptual problems in classical
particle-field theories. Part of the book focuses on the problem of a satisfactory equation of motion for
charged particles interacting with electromagnetic fields. As Frisch shows, the standard equation of motion
results in a mathematically inconsistent theory, yet there is no fully consistent and conceptually
unproblematic alternative theory. Frisch describes in detail how the search for a fundamental equation of
motion is partly driven by pragmatic considerations (like simplicity and mathematical tractability) that can
override the aim for full consistency.

The book also offers a comprehensive review and criticism of both the physical and philosophical literature
on the temporal asymmetry exhibited by electromagnetic radiation fields, including Einstein's discussion of
the asymmetry and Wheeler and Feynman's influential absorber theory of radiation. Frisch argues that
attempts to derive the asymmetry from thermodynamic or cosmological considerations fail and proposes that
we should understand the asymmetry as due to a fundamental causal constraint.

The book's overarching philosophical thesis is that standard philosophical accounts that strictly identify
scientific theories with a mathematical formalism and a mapping function specifying the theory's ontology
are inadequate, since they permit neither inconsistent yet genuinely successful theories nor thick causal
notions to be part of fundamental physics.
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From reader reviews:

James Nadler:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Inconsistency, Asymmetry, and Non-Locality: A Philosophical
Investigation of Classical Electrodynamics (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Science) it is quite good to
read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high
quality.

Traci Daniels:

This Inconsistency, Asymmetry, and Non-Locality: A Philosophical Investigation of Classical
Electrodynamics (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Science) is great guide for you because the content
that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Inconsistency, Asymmetry, and Non-Locality: A Philosophical Investigation of Classical Electrodynamics
(Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Science) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is
not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but
this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt which?

Peter Zimmerman:

Beside that Inconsistency, Asymmetry, and Non-Locality: A Philosophical Investigation of Classical
Electrodynamics (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Science) in your phone, it could give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Inconsistency, Asymmetry, and Non-Locality: A Philosophical Investigation of Classical
Electrodynamics (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Science) because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from
currently!



Kevin Hamby:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Inconsistency, Asymmetry, and Non-Locality: A
Philosophical Investigation of Classical Electrodynamics (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Science) can
give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Inconsistency, Asymmetry, and Non-
Locality: A Philosophical Investigation of Classical Electrodynamics (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of
Science).
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