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Once asked to name the ten best female singers, the renowned musical producer Billy Rose replied, “There is
Jane Froman and nine others.” A legend in her time, Jane Froman (1907–1980) was one of Missouri’s
greatest success stories. Her singing career, which spanned over three decades, included radio and television,
recordings, nightclub performances, Broadway shows, and Hollywood movies.
 
Born in University City, Froman spent her childhood in the small town of Clinton and her adolescence in
Columbia. After earning her associate degree from Christian (now Columbia) College, she auditioned as a
vocalist for WLW, a Cincinnati radio station, and in 1934 was voted the top “girl singer” of the day in a poll
of listeners.
 
At the height of her career, during World War II, Froman volunteered to travel for the USO. On February 22,
1943, her plane crashed into the Tagus River near Lisbon, Portugal. Although she suffered horrible injuries
that plagued her for the rest of her life, she continued her singing career. On crutches, she entertained the
troops, giving ninety-five shows throughout Europe. Her courageous return was the focus of the 1952 movie
With a Song in My Heart,starring Susan Hayward. For scenes that required singing performances, Froman
sang the songs through dubbing, and the movie soundtrack became a best-selling record album. Froman’s
popularity led to her own television show from 1952 to 1955. In 1961, Froman retired from singing and
returned to Columbia, Missouri, where she was active in volunteer work and lived out her remaining years.
 
Drawing upon an autobiography that Froman started but never finished, Ilene Stone skillfully uses the
singer’s own words, along with other resource materials and extensive interviews with people who knew
Froman, to produce the first biography of this extraordinary woman. Written in a clear and accessible style,
Jane Froman: Missouri’s First Lady of Song will be of great value to anyone interested in Missouri history,
women’s studies, or the history of popular entertainment in the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Delia Black:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Jane Froman: Missouri's First Lady of Song (Missouri
Heritage Readers Series) as the daily resource information.

David Hosford:

The actual book Jane Froman: Missouri's First Lady of Song (Missouri Heritage Readers Series) will bring
one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Jane Froman: Missouri's
First Lady of Song (Missouri Heritage Readers Series) is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Joshua Little:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Jane Froman: Missouri's First Lady of Song (Missouri Heritage Readers Series) your thoughts will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one form conclusion
and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Jane Froman: Missouri's First Lady of Song
(Missouri Heritage Readers Series) giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Donna Wright:

You could spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Jane Froman: Missouri's First Lady of Song
(Missouri Heritage Readers Series) is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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