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Psychiatry conventionally regards spirit possession and dramatic healing rituals in non-European societies as
forms of abnormality if not mental illness. Roland Littlewood, a psychiatrist and social anthropologist,
argues that it is necessary to take into account both social process and personal cultural meaning when
explaining psychiatric illness and "deviant" behavior. Littlewood brings anthropological and psychiatric
literature to bear on case studies of self-poisoning, agoraphobia, hysteria, chronic fatigue syndrome, post-
traumatic stress, male sexual violence, and eating disorders. He contends that Western psychiatric illnesses
are themselves "possession states"?patterns by which individual agency is displaced through an idiom of
alien intrusion whether of a spirit or a disease.Pathologies of the West is simultaneously an original approach
to psychiatric illness in its international perspective and an introduction to recent developments in the social
anthropology of medicine. It examines critically the relevance of phenomenological, structural, and
ethological approaches to understanding extreme personal experience. Littlewood argues that anthropology
must not simply provide a cultural alternative to sociological critiques of medicine?psychiatry itself should
take into account the ways in which cultural values are acted out by individuals.
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From reader reviews:

Martin McDaniel:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question because
just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on guardería until university need this Pathologies of the West: An Anthropology of
Mental Illness in Europe and America to read.

Betty Williams:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the book untitled Pathologies of the West: An Anthropology of Mental Illness in
Europe and America can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Harrison Bowman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Pathologies of the West: An
Anthropology of Mental Illness in Europe and America book written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
doubt Pathologies of the West: An Anthropology of Mental Illness in Europe and America as good book but
not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its
handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Mark Morrow:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount
types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Pathologies of the West:
An Anthropology of Mental Illness in Europe and America.
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