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In 1953, the Fathers of the Church series published selected sermons of St. Peter Chrysologus (ca. 406-50),
Archbishop of Ravenna and Doctor of the Church, thereby making thirty percent of his authentic sermons
available to an English-speaking audience. With the publication of this volume all of Chrysologus's authentic
sermons up to number 72 are now available in English. The sermons offer readers a glimpse into the daily
life, religious debates, political milieu, and Christian belief and practice in the second quarter of fifth-century
Ravenna.

Chrysologus preached and served as bishop at a time when the seat of the western Roman Empire was
located in Ravenna. His career as bishop bridged the closing years of Augustine's episcopate in North Africa
and the early years of Pope Leo the Great's pontificate in Rome. His sermons attest to his relations with the
ruler of the state, the Empress Galla Placidia, as well as his familiarity with some of the significant
theological controversies of the day. His chief importance, however, was not as an outstanding theologian,
but as a shepherd who ruled his flock and preached well to its members. Loyally orthodox, he urged them to
practice Christian virtues. He was concerned with their moral rectitude and spiritual growth, their
understanding of the basic tenets of the Christian faith, their reverence and love for God, and their immersion
in the Scriptures.

Chrysologus's sermons are relatively brief in length, at least according to patristic standards, and he
combines colloquial speech with a highly rhetorical flourish. The imagery that he employs indicates how
attuned he was to the experiences of his congregation, how enamored he was of the beauty of the countryside
or seashore, and how thoroughly imbued he was with the letter and the spirit of the Scriptures.

William B. Palardy is Professor of Patristics at St. John's Seminary School of Theology in Brighton,
Massachusetts.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"This book is in keeping with the masterful writing style that has come to be the hallmark for this
collection....This is truly a delightful book to read." ? Jonathan I. von Kodar, Laval Theologique et
Philosophique



"Thanks to these texts we are well informed about the liturgical year in Ravenna and we can admire
Chrysologus' ease in employing the precepts of classical rhetoric to convey his message to his audience. . . .
The importance of these translations is that they will make the sermons available for the English speaking
scholarly world. . . . Palardy's work is timely and will no doubt guarantee the bishop of Ravenna a much
wider hearing." ? Johan Leemans, Ephemerides Theologicae Lovanienses
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From reader reviews:

Marcy Ontiveros:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important normally. The book Selected Sermons, Volume 2
(Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) has been making you to know about other information and of course
you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Selected Sermons, Volume 2
(Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
while using book Selected Sermons, Volume 2 (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series). You never feel lose
out for everything should you read some books.

William Phillips:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Studying a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Selected
Sermons, Volume 2 (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) book since this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Tyrone Smith:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Selected Sermons, Volume 2 (Fathers of the Church
Patristic Series) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than
the others?

James Ames:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also
you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Selected Sermons,
Volume 2 (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series).
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