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While the professional literature is glutted with theories on educational reform, our children remain starved
for authentic learning that grows out of their unique, original classroom experiences. Award winning teacher
Steven Levy attributes this disparity to the lack of clear examples illustrating the kind of thinking and
planning that results in powerful learning. The void, he asserts, too often prompts teachers to "either return to
the curriculum guide or try to implement projects developed by others."

Starting from Scratch presents an inspired alternative. In detailed accounts, it explains the step-by-step
observations, thinking, and planning that enabled Levy to develop a variety of original projects with his
elementary students. These have ranged from environmental inquiries--students studying the impact of a
local bike path on their community--to an imaginative look at the qualities of number--a classroom quest to
determine which is the greatest number.

While these projects were generated by the children's own interests, they also provided myriad opportunities
for basic skills development. In this regard, Starting from Scratch offers a creative reconciliation of some of
the more hotly debated issues in education: project based learning versus basic skills; integrated curriculum
versus discipline centered instruction; state and national standards versus local and individual interests.
Instead of recapitulating fundamental arguments, Starting from Scratch simply shows successful illustrations
of how "the best of both worlds" can coexist in an engaged classroom.

Starting from Scratch was written primarily with professional educators in mind. But its appeal will extend
to parents, business leaders, and anyone interested in related issues such as character education, teaching
gifted and talented students, and teaching thinking. In short, it will inspire anyone concerned with the
challenge of educating strong individuals who have a spirit of community.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Allen:

This Starting from Scratch: One Classroom Builds Its Own Curriculum book is not ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you
will get. That Starting from Scratch: One Classroom Builds Its Own Curriculum without we realize teach the
one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Starting from
Scratch: One Classroom Builds Its Own Curriculum can bring any time you are and not make your bag space
or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Starting from Scratch: One Classroom Builds Its Own Curriculum having great arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Bradley Smith:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Starting from Scratch: One Classroom Builds Its Own Curriculum as your daily
resource information.

Terri Brown:

Beside that Starting from Scratch: One Classroom Builds Its Own Curriculum in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Starting from Scratch: One Classroom Builds Its Own Curriculum
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Sunny Weaver:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
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