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March 1968: three miles below the stormy surface of the North Pacific, a Soviet submarine lay silent as a
tomb—its crew dead, its payload of nuclear missiles, once directed toward strategic targets in Hawaii,
inoperable. No longer a real threat, the sub still presented an alluring target and it was not long before the
CIA answered its siren call—even at the risk of igniting World War III.

Project AZORIAN—the monumentally audacious six-year mission to recover the sub and learn its
secrets—has been celebrated within the CIA as its greatest covert operation and hailed by the American
Society of Mechanical Engineers as the twentieth century’s greatest marine engineering feat. While previous
accounts have offered beguiling glimpses, none have had significant access to CIA personnel or documents.
Now David Sharp, the mission’s Director of Recovery Systems, draws upon his own recollections and
personal records, ship’s logs, declassified documents, and conversations with team members to shine a bright
light on this remarkable but still little understood enterprise.

Sharp reveals how the CIA conceived, organized, and conducted AZORIAN, including recruiting the
legendary Howard Hughes to provide the “ocean mining” cover story. He takes readers onto and beneath the
high seas to show the problems faced by the crew during the operation, including potential Soviet
intervention and tense moments when the recovery ship itself was in danger of breaking up. He also puts a
human face on key players like Carl Duckett, the head of the CIA’s Science and Technology Directorate;
John Parangosky, AZORIAN’s program manager; John Graham, designer of the Hughes Glomar Explorer;
Curtis Crooke of Global Marine Development, co-creator of the “grunt lift” recovery concept; and Oscar
“Ott” Schick, manager of the Lockheed-built capture vehicle and submersible barge.

Featuring dozens of previously classified photos, Sharp’s chronicle of that amazing operation plunges
readers deep into the darkest shadows of the Cold War to produce the definitive account of an amazing
mission.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Frazier:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book The CIA's Greatest Covert
Operation: Inside the Daring Mission to Recover a Nuclear-armed Soviet Sub. All type of book can you see
on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Rose Sosa:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The CIA's Greatest Covert Operation: Inside the Daring Mission to
Recover a Nuclear-armed Soviet Sub book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style.
You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving The CIA's Greatest Covert Operation: Inside the
Daring Mission to Recover a Nuclear-armed Soviet Sub content conveys the idea easily to understand by
many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do
you nonetheless thinking The CIA's Greatest Covert Operation: Inside the Daring Mission to Recover a
Nuclear-armed Soviet Sub is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Richard Simpson:

This The CIA's Greatest Covert Operation: Inside the Daring Mission to Recover a Nuclear-armed Soviet
Sub is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who
still having little digest in reading this The CIA's Greatest Covert Operation: Inside the Daring Mission to
Recover a Nuclear-armed Soviet Sub can be the light food for you because the information inside this book
is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone,
yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy
even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for
your better life along with knowledge.

Julie Slocum:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
at this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as



well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The CIA's Greatest Covert Operation: Inside the
Daring Mission to Recover a Nuclear-armed Soviet Sub can make you feel more interested to read.
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