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The astonishing career of Galla Placidia (c. 390-450) provides valuable reflections on the state of the Roman
empire in the fifth century CE. In an age when emperors, like Galla's two brothers, Arcadius (395-408) and
Honorius (395-423), and nephew, Theodosius II (408-450), hardly ever ventured beyond the fortified
enclosure of their palaces, Galla spent years wandering across Italy, Gaul and Spain first as hostage in the
camp of Alaric the Goth, and then as wife of Alaric's successor. In exile at the court of her nephew in
Constantinople Galla observed how princesses wield power while vaunting piety. Restored to Italy on the
swords of the eastern Roman army, Galla watched the coronation of her son, age six, as the emperor of the
western Roman provinces. For a dozen years (425-437) she acted as regent, treading uneasily between rival
senatorial factions, ambitious church prelates, and charismatic military leaders.

This new biography of Galla is organized according to her changing roles as bride, widow, bereaved mother,
queen and empress. It examines her relations with men in power, her achievements as a politician, her skills
at establishing power bases and political alliances, and her efficiency at accomplishing her desired goals.
Using all the available sources, documents, epigraphy, coinage and the visual arts, and Galla's own letters,
Hagith Sivan reconstructs the turning points and highlights of Galla's odd progression from a bloodthirsty
princess at Rome to a bride of a barbarian in Gaul, from a manipulative sister and wife of emperors at the
imperial court at Ravenna to a beggar at the court of her relatives in Constantinople, and from a devious
regent of the western Roman empire to a collaborator of popes in Rome.
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From reader reviews:

John Solorio:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Galla Placidia: The Last Roman Empress (Women in
Antiquity). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book Galla Placidia: The Last Roman Empress (Women in Antiquity). You can add expertise
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you
can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Carissa Taylor:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Galla Placidia: The Last Roman Empress (Women in Antiquity) it
is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses
high quality.

Melissa Sanders:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Galla Placidia: The Last Roman Empress (Women in
Antiquity). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Barry Altman:

You may get this Galla Placidia: The Last Roman Empress (Women in Antiquity) by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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