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From master storyteller and historian H. W. Brands comes the riveting story of how President Harry
Truman and General Douglas MacArthur squared off to decide America's future in the aftermath of
World War II.

At the height of the Korean War, President Harry S. Truman committed a gaffe that sent shock waves around
the world. When asked by a reporter about the possible use of atomic weapons in response to China's entry
into the war, Truman replied testily, "The military commander in the field will have charge of the use of the
weapons, as he always has." This suggested that General Douglas MacArthur, the willful, fearless, and
highly decorated commander of the American and U.N. forces, had his finger on the nuclear trigger. A
correction quickly followed, but the damage was done; two visions for America's path forward were clearly
in opposition, and one man would have to make way.
     Truman was one of the most unpopular presidents in American history. Heir to a struggling economy, a
ruined Europe, and increasing tension with the Soviet Union, on no issue was the path ahead clear and easy.
General MacArthur, by contrast, was incredibly popular, as untouchable as any officer has ever been in
America. The lessons he drew from World War II were absolute: appeasement leads to disaster and a
showdown with the communists was inevitable--the sooner the better. In the nuclear era, when the Soviets,
too, had the bomb, the specter of a catastrophic third World War lurked menacingly close on the horizon.
     The contest of wills between these two titanic characters unfolds against the turbulent backdrop of a
faraway war and terrors conjured at home by Joseph McCarthy. From the drama of Stalin's blockade of West
Berlin to the daring landing of MacArthur's forces at Inchon to the shocking entrance of China into the war,
The General and the President vividly evokes the making of a new American era.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Ingram:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The General vs. the President: MacArthur and Truman at the
Brink of Nuclear War (Random House Large Print).

Rafael Arent:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The General vs. the President: MacArthur and
Truman at the Brink of Nuclear War (Random House Large Print) as your daily resource information.

Carol Jackson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The General vs. the
President: MacArthur and Truman at the Brink of Nuclear War (Random House Large Print), it is possible to
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Nancy Thornton:

You can find this The General vs. the President: MacArthur and Truman at the Brink of Nuclear War
(Random House Large Print) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your
solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply
by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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