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Jerome (c. 347-419/20), one of the West's four doctors of the church, was recognized early on as one of the
church's foremost translators, commentators and advocates of Christian asceticism. Skilled in Hebrew and
Greek in addition to his native Latin, he was thoroughly familiar with Jewish traditions and brought them to
bear on his understanding of the Old Testament. Beginning in 379, Jerome used his considerable linguistic
skills to translate Origen's commentaries and, eventually, to translate and comment on Scripture himself.

In 392, while preparing his Latin Vulgate translation of the Bible, Jerome wrote his commentary on Nahum,
the first in a series of commentaries on five of the twelve minor prophets. Micah, Zephaniah, Haggai and
Habakkuk soon followed. He was interrupted in 393 by the Origenist controversy, after which he became a
vocal critic of Origen of Alexandria—a controversy he referred to in his commentaries on Jonah and
Obadiah in 396.

This Ancient Christian Texts volume, edited and translated by Thomas Scheck in collaboration with classics
students from Ave Maria University, includes these seven commentaries. The second volume contains
Jerome's commentaries on Zechariah, Malachi, Hosea, Joel and Amos, all of which were written in 406,
completing the group of twelve prophets.

Throughout these commentaries Jerome displays his familiarity with both Hebrew and Greek texts. His
spiritual exegesis relies heavily on the exegetical work of Origen. Jerome looks beyond the nationalistic
sentiments of the prophets to see a wider message about God's mercy and justice. His commitment to the
truthfulness of the Scriptures as the Word of God is exemplified by his defense of the historicity of Jonah.
He finds the fundamental message of the prophets to be the intent to console the saints, so that they may
disdain the things of this world and prepare themselves for the day of judgment.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Due:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Commentaries on
the Twelve Prophets (Ancient Christian Texts)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Duane Coley:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense
happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Commentaries on the
Twelve Prophets (Ancient Christian Texts) is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Ella Norman:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by
examining a book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like
Commentaries on the Twelve Prophets (Ancient Christian Texts) which is having the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Roger Moxley:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just looking for the Commentaries on the Twelve Prophets (Ancient Christian Texts) when you needed it?
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