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A kaleidoscopic story of myth, Spiritualism, and the Victorian search for Utopia from one of the brightest
and most original non-fiction writers at work today. In 1872 there was a bizarre eruption of religious mania
in Hampshire's New Forest. Its leader was Mary Ann Girling, a Suffolk farmer's daughter who claimed to be
the female Christ and whose sect, the Children of God, lived in imminent anticipation of the Millennium. It
was rumoured that Mrs Girling mesmerised her supporters, literally hypnotising them to keep them in her
power, other reports claimed that the sect danced naked, and murdered their illegitimate offspring in their
Utopian home at 'New Forest Lodge.' Through Mary Ann's story and the spiritual vortex around her, Philip
Hoare takes us deeper into the pagan heart of the New Forest. In the neighbouring village of Sway, an
eccentric barrister, Andrew Peterson, conducted seances in which the spirit of Christopher Wren instructed
Peterson to build a 300 foot concrete tower to alleviate local unemployment. Wren, although dead for two
centuries, even issued Peterson with the exact plans for the foundations and the formula for the concrete. It
rose like some spiritualist lighthouse towering over the trees, and looming over the Shaker encampment and
Mrs Girling's Children of God. At the same time, on the other side of the forest, in the grand country house
of the Cowper-Temples, further experiments into the realms of the Victorian uncanny were under way.
William Cowper-Temple, a supporter of Mary Ann Girling, vegetarian, anti-blood sport activist and member
of Parliament, had joined his wife Georgiana in her Spiritualist quest. A third pair of hands came to table,
those of John Ruskin -- the great Victorian artist, scientist, poet and philosopher -- who sought the dead spirit
of his beloved Rose La Touche. His explorations into the after-life would eventually send him insane.
Through this unique biography of the New Forest Philip Hoare paints a strange, and little-known, portrait of
Victorian England -- a fascinating story of disorder in an avowed age of reason.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Ochs:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you should have this England's Lost Eden: Adventures in a Victorian Utopia.

Alberta Jones:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like England's Lost Eden: Adventures in a
Victorian Utopia which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Marivel Tye:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book England's Lost Eden: Adventures in a
Victorian Utopia was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
England's Lost Eden: Adventures in a Victorian Utopia has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.

William Culley:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book England's Lost Eden: Adventures in a Victorian Utopia we can acquire more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book
England's Lost Eden: Adventures in a Victorian Utopia. You can more attractive than now.
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