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Every night, astronomers use a new generation of giant telescopes at observatories around the world to study
phenomena at the forefront of science. By focusing on the history of the Gemini Observatory--twin 8-meter
telescopes located on mountain peaks in Hawaii and Chile--Giant Telescopes tells the story behind the
planning and construction of modern scientific tools, offering a detailed view of the technological and
political transformation of astronomy in the postwar era.

Drawing on interviews with participants and archival documents, W. Patrick McCray describes the ambitions
and machinations of prominent astronomers, engineers, funding patrons, and politicians in their effort to
construct a modern facility for cutting-edge science--and to establish a model for international cooperation in
the coming era of "megascience." His account details the technological, institutional, cultural, and financial
challenges that scientists faced while planning and building a new generation of giant telescopes. Besides
exploring how and why scientists embraced the promise and potential of new technologies, he considers how
these new tools affected what it means to be an astronomer. McCray's book should interest anyone who
desires a deeper understanding of the science, technology, and politics behind finding our place in the
universe.
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From reader reviews:

Troy Ethridge:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Giant Telescopes:
Astronomical Ambition and the Promise of Technology suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Giant Telescopes: Astronomical Ambition and the Promise
of Technologyis the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired
a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the
core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help
you see the represented of the world in this book.

William Johnson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Giant Telescopes:
Astronomical Ambition and the Promise of Technology that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people
to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Giant Telescopes: Astronomical
Ambition and the Promise of Technology become your current starter.

Larry Cain:

The book untitled Giant Telescopes: Astronomical Ambition and the Promise of Technology contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice study.

Rose Taylor:

Beside this kind of Giant Telescopes: Astronomical Ambition and the Promise of Technology in your phone,
it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Giant Telescopes: Astronomical Ambition and the Promise
of Technology because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book
but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand.



The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss that? Find this book and also read it from now!
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