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ChaeRan Freeze explores the impact of various forces on marriage and divorce among Jews in 19th-century
Russia. Challenging romantic views of the Jewish family in the shtetl, she shows that divorce rates among
Russian Jews in the first half of the century were astronomical compared to the non-Jewish population. Even
more surprising is her conclusion that these divorce rates tended to drop later in the century, in contrast to the
rising pattern among populations undergoing modernization.

Freeze also studies the growing involvement of the Tsarist state. This occurred partly at the behest of Jewish
women contesting patriarchy and parental power and partly because the government felt that Jewish families
were in complete anarchy and in need of order and regulation. Extensive research in newly-declassified
collections from twelve archives in Russia, Ukraine, and Lithuania enables Freeze to reconstruct Jewish
patterns of marriage and divorce and to analyze the often conflicting interests of Jewish husbands and wives,
rabbinic authorities, and the Russian state. Balancing archival resources with memoirs and printed sources in
Hebrew, Yiddish, and Russian, she offers a tantalizing glimpse of the desires and travails of Jewish spouses,
showing how individual life histories reflect the impact of modernization on Jewish matchmaking, gender
relations, the "emancipation" of Jewish women, and the incursion of the Tsarist state into the lives of
ordinary Jews.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Landers:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Jewish Marriage and Divorce in Imperial Russia (The
Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry & HBI Series on Jewish Women).

Angela Powers:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Jewish Marriage and Divorce in Imperial
Russia (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry & HBI Series on Jewish Women). You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any
book Jewish Marriage and Divorce in Imperial Russia (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European
Jewry & HBI Series on Jewish Women). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Christina Vallejo:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Jewish Marriage and Divorce in
Imperial Russia (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry & HBI Series on Jewish
Women) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why
they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Clara Duke:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Jewish Marriage and Divorce in
Imperial Russia (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry & HBI Series on Jewish
Women) book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book



hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.
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