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In 1770, Astrakhan, on the left bank of the Volga River close to where it discharges into the Caspian Sea,
was Russia's most important southern port through which all its trade with Iran and the Orient was
conducted. Astrakhan had been a Tatar city until 1556 (when Ivan the Terrible conquered it), a fact reflected
in the composition of its population in 1770: Tatars, Russians, Armenians, and Iranians.

Samuel Gottlieb Gmelin, a young member of the Russian Academy of Sciences, lived for almost a year in
the city in 1770 and left a very detailed account of its geography, history, people, economy, flora, and fauna.
Gmelin first describes the model colony of Sarepta established, by special agreement with the Russian
government, by the German Moravian Brothers in 1765. Then he moves his narrative to Astrakhan, the
Russian outpost on the Caspian Sea and provides us with a detailed description of its history, including that
of Stenko Razin's 1672 rebellion that devastated the port and its people.

Gmelin takes us on an extensive tour of the city and provides us detailed plans and panoramas of the city,
which was also important for its fisheries and salt works. All these economic activities are described in great
detail, as are the flora and fauna of the city's environs. Gmelin's descriptions of these activities are
embellished with exquisite drawings that show the people, their activities, the plants, and the animals. The
descriptions of the city, its people and their activities are so vivid and given in such detail that the reader will
literally be taken back in time and place.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Carley:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading a guide. The book Astrakhan Anno 1770: Its History, Geography, Population, Trade,
Flora, Fauna and Fisheries it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly
but this book possesses high quality.

Gerard Pucci:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer may be Astrakhan Anno 1770: Its History, Geography, Population, Trade, Flora, Fauna
and Fisheries why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Alexander Taylor:

You may spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Astrakhan Anno 1770: Its History,
Geography, Population, Trade, Flora, Fauna and Fisheries is simple to bring you can read it in the park your
car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed
book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your
smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Alta Favors:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Astrakhan Anno 1770: Its History,
Geography, Population, Trade, Flora, Fauna and Fisheries can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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