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Is culture brokered like stocks, real estate, or marriage? In this engaging book, Richard Kurin shows that
cultures are also mediated and indeed brokered by countries, organizations, communities, and individuals --
all with their own vision of the truth and varying abilities to impose it on others. Drawing on his diverse
experiences in producing exhibitions and public programs, Kurin challenges culture brokers -- defined
broadly to include museum professionals, film-makers, journalists, festival producers, and scholars of many
disciplines -- to reveal more clearly the nature of their interpretations, to envision the ways in which their
messages can "play" to different audiences, and to better understand the relationship between knowledge, art,
politics, and entertainment. The book documents a variety of cases in which the Smithsonian has brokered
culture for the American public: a planned exhibit on Jerusalem had to balance both Israeli and Palestinian
agendas; debates over the 1996 Olympic Arts Festival presented differing visions of the American South;
and the National Air and Space Museum's controversial display of the Enola Gay prompted the Smithsonian
to re-examine the role of national museums. Arguing that cultural exhibits reflect a series of decisions about
representing someone, someplace, and something, Reflections of a Culture Broker discusses the ethical and
technical problems faced by not only those who practice in a museum setting but also anyone charged with
representing culture in a public forum.
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From reader reviews:

Ian Gardner:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Reflections of a Culture Broker: A View From the Smithsonian.
Try to the actual book Reflections of a Culture Broker: A View From the Smithsonian as your pal. It means
that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with
this book.

Harold McDonough:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Reflections of a Culture Broker: A
View From the Smithsonian is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Robert Clift:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be
study. Reflections of a Culture Broker: A View From the Smithsonian can be your answer because it can be
read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Al Fraire:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Reflections of a Culture
Broker: A View From the Smithsonian which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's find.
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