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"The miracle of La Grande Jatte is its coincidence of critical distinction and popular celebration. High, low,
mass, and popular cultures meet in mutual delight, continuing to revel in the mysteries of that Parisian
Sunday."—from "The Park in the Museum" by Neil Harris

"Bedlam," "scandal," and "hilarity" were among the epithets used to describe the effect of what is now
considered Georges Seurat's greatest work, and one of the most remarkable paintings of the nineteenth
century, when it was first exhibited in Paris in 1886. A Sunday on La Grande Jatte—1884, an extensive
landscape peopled with over forty figures, took the artist almost two years to complete. This sumptuous
book, created to accompany a major exhibition at the Art Institute of Chicago, provides a fascinating, in-
depth examination of the gestation, execution, and influence of Seurat's masterpiece.

La Grande Jatte has been part of the Art Institute of Chicago's collection since 1926. Bringing together all
known studies and drawings directly related to the painting, this volume provides a visual and contextual
survey of Seurat's working methods and aesthetic priorities, as well as the evolutionary process that
culminated in his singular achievement. Included are more than fifty-five preparatory works, ranging from
rich conté crayon drawings to oil sketches on small wood panels to larger studies painted on canvas. In their
quantity, intricacy, and variety, these works reveal a compositional process that harks back to Old Master
traditions and methods, which had been largely abandoned by Seurat's immediate predecessors, the
Impressionists. The many studies attest to the artist's ambitions for his masterpiece and open up a broader
context for understanding the work.

Seurat scholar Robert L. Herbert makes new revelations about the painting's relationship to its preparatory
studies, stressing Seurat's empirical craftmanship. He compares La Grande Jatte to paintings by Monet,
Renoir, Pissarro, and Signac and analyzes the ways that twentieth-century critics, including Meyer Schapiro,
T.J. Clark, and Linda Nochlin, have viewed the picture. He proposes that the enduring fascination of the
famous canvas comes from Seurat's mixture of fashion and irony. Also giving new perspectives in this book,
the noted cultural historian Neil Harris charts how and why La Grande Jatte attained its revered status at the
Art Institute of Chicago and throughout the United States. Additionally, the exhibition's cocurators examine
the painting's place in the museum's collection. Essays by Art Institute conservators show how Seurat
transferred and altered figures from studies to final canvas and elucidate the exact nature of his pigments and
brushwork. Color scientist Roy Berns traces the efforts to digitally recapture the original hues of Seurat's
time-altered masterpiece. A landmark publication, this book provides dazzling proof of why La Grande Jatte
is among the most frequently reproduced paintings in the world and why it continues to fascinate scholars
and art lovers today.
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From reader reviews:

Spencer Fuentes:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Seurat and the Making of 'La Grande Jatte' is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

John Harrison:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Seurat and the Making of 'La Grande
Jatte' is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Dennis Gaines:

This Seurat and the Making of 'La Grande Jatte' are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Seurat and the Making of 'La Grande Jatte' can be one of
several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an
individual with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that
this Seurat and the Making of 'La Grande Jatte' forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Steven Evans:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Seurat and the Making of 'La
Grande Jatte' which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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