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In the thirteenth century, profound changes in Spanish society drove the invention of fresh poetic forms by
the new clerical class. The term mester de clerecía (clerical ministry or service) applies to a group of
narrative poems (epics, hagiography, romances) composed by university-trained clerics for the edification
and entertainment of the predominantly illiterate laity. These clerics, like Gonzalo de Berceo, understood
themselves as cultural intermediaries, transmitting wisdom and values from the past; at the same time, they
were deeply involved in some of the most contentious and far-reaching changes in lay piety, and in economic
and social structures. The author challenges the predominantly didactic approach to the verse, in an attempt
to historicize the category of the intellectual, as someone caught in the duality of the worlds of contingency
and absolute values. The book will have a broad appeal to medievalists, in part because of the topics covered
(feudalism, gender, nationhood, and religion), in part because many poems are either adaptations from
French and Latin or have counterparts in other literatures (e.g., the romances or Alexander and Apollonius,
the miracles of the Virgin Mary). JULIAN WEISS is Professor of Medieval and Early Modern Spanish at
King's College London.
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From reader reviews:

Teddy Mendoza:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the
person who don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Mester de Clerecía: Intellectuals and
Ideologies in Thirteenth-Century Castile (Monografías A).

Scott Ridgway:

The publication untitled The Mester de Clerecía: Intellectuals and Ideologies in Thirteenth-Century Castile
(Monografías A) is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something
is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information
that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Mester de
Clerecía: Intellectuals and Ideologies in Thirteenth-Century Castile (Monografías A) from the publisher to
make you far more enjoy free time.

Joseph Lewis:

The particular book The Mester de Clerecía: Intellectuals and Ideologies in Thirteenth-Century Castile
(Monografías A) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The
book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this
book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Ryan Walker:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be The Mester de Clerecía: Intellectuals and Ideologies in Thirteenth-
Century Castile (Monografías A) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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