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In This Land Is Ours Now, Wendy Wolford presents an original framework for understanding social
mobilization. She argues that social movements are not the politically coherent, bounded entities often
portrayed by scholars, the press, and movement leaders. Instead, they are constantly changing mediations
between localized moral economies and official movement ideologies. Wolford develops her argument by
analyzing how a particular social movement works: Brazil’s Rural Landless Workers’ Movement, known as
the Movimento Sem Terra (MST). Founded in the southernmost states of Brazil in the mid-1980s, this
extraordinary grassroots agrarian movement grew dramatically in the ensuing years. By the late 1990s it was
the most dynamic, well-organized social movement in Brazilian history.

Drawing on extensive ethnographic research, Wolford compares the development of the movement in
Brazil’s southern state of Santa Catarina and its northeastern state of Pernambuco. As she explains, in the
south, most of the movement’s members were sons and daughters of small peasant farmers; in the northeast,
they were almost all former plantation workers, who related awkwardly to the movement’s agenda of
accessing “land for those who work it.” The MST became an effective presence in Pernambuco only after the
local sugarcane economy had collapsed. Worldwide sugarcane prices dropped throughout the 1990s, and by
1999 the MST was a prominent political organizer in the northeastern plantation region. Yet fewer than four
years later, most of the region’s workers had dropped out of the movement. By delving into the northeastern
workers’ motivations for joining and then leaving the MST, Wolford adds nuance and depth to accounts of a
celebrated grassroots social movement, and she highlights the contingent nature of social movements and
political identities more broadly.
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From reader reviews:

Joel Fallis:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This This Land Is Ours Now: Social Mobilization and the Meanings of
Land in Brazil book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here
are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer involving This Land Is Ours Now: Social Mobilization and the Meanings of Land
in Brazil content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking This Land Is
Ours Now: Social Mobilization and the Meanings of Land in Brazil is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Harold Sparkman:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is definitely This Land Is Ours Now: Social Mobilization and the Meanings of Land in Brazil.

Carol Smith:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this This Land Is Ours Now: Social
Mobilization and the Meanings of Land in Brazil e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt This Land
Is Ours Now: Social Mobilization and the Meanings of Land in Brazil as good book not simply by the cover
but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Stacey Pinkston:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book This Land Is Ours Now: Social
Mobilization and the Meanings of Land in Brazil to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make
you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you
to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the publication This Land Is Ours Now: Social



Mobilization and the Meanings of Land in Brazil can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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