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As Americans, we cherish the freedom to associate. However, with the freedom to associate comes the right
to exclude those who do not share our values and goals. What happens when the freedom of association
collides with the equally cherished principle that every individual should be free from invidious
discrimination? This is precisely the question posed in Boy Scouts of America v. James Dale, a lawsuit that
made its way through the courts over the course of a decade, culminating in 2000 with a landmark ruling by
the U.S. Supreme Court. In Judging the Boy Scouts of America, Richard J. Ellis tells the fascinating story of
the Dale case, placing it in the context of legal principles and precedents, Scouts' policies, gay rights, and the
“culture wars” in American politics.

The story begins with James Dale, a nineteen-year old Eagle Scout and assistant scoutmaster in New Jersey,
who came out as a gay man in the summer of 1990. The Boy Scouts, citing their policy that denied
membership to “avowed homosexuals,” promptly terminated Dale’s membership. Homosexuality, the Boy
Scout leadership insisted, violated the Scouts’ pledge to be “morally straight.” With the aid of the Lambda
Legal Defense Fund, Dale sued for discrimination.

Ellis tracks the case from its initial filing in New Jersey through the final decision of the U.S. Supreme Court
in favor of the Scouts. In addition to examining the legal issues at stake, including the effect of the Supreme
Court’s ruling on the law of free association, Ellis also describes Dale's personal journey and its intersection
with an evolving gay rights movement. Throughout he seeks to understand the puzzle of why the Boy Scouts
would adopt and adhere to a policy that jeopardized the organization's iconic place in American
culture—and, finally, explores how legal challenges and cultural changes contributed to the Scouts’ historic
policy reversal in May 2013 that ended the organization’s ban on gay youth (though not gay adults).
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From reader reviews:

Ann Gross:

This Judging the Boy Scouts of America: Gay Rights, Freedom of Association, and the Dale Case book is
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book
is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. This Judging the Boy Scouts of America: Gay Rights,
Freedom of Association, and the Dale Case without we understand teach the one who looking at it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Judging the Boy Scouts of America: Gay Rights,
Freedom of Association, and the Dale Case can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Judging
the Boy Scouts of America: Gay Rights, Freedom of Association, and the Dale Case having fine arrangement
in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Barry Houde:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Judging the Boy Scouts of America:
Gay Rights, Freedom of Association, and the Dale Case can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era
is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Chad Wright:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This e-book Judging the Boy Scouts of America: Gay Rights, Freedom of Association, and the Dale
Case was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get
book you wanted.

Christopher McCormick:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for
anyone. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
fresh and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just trying to find the Judging the Boy Scouts of America: Gay Rights, Freedom of
Association, and the Dale Case when you required it?
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