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Renowned today as a prominent African-American in Music Theater and the Arts community, composer,
conductor, and violinist Will Marion Cook was a key figure in the development of American music from the
1890s to the 1920s. In this insightful biography, Marva Griffin Carter offers the first definitive look at this
pivotal life's story, drawing on both Cook's unfinished autobiography and his wife Abbie's memoir.

A violin virtuoso, Cook studied at Oberlin College (his parents' alma mater), Berlin's Hochschule für Musik
with Joseph Joachim, and New York's national Conservatory of Music with Antonin Dvorak. Cook wrote
music for a now-lost production of Uncle Tom's Cabin for the Chicago World's Fair of 1893, and then
devoted the majority of his career to black musical comedies due to limited opportunities available to him as
a black composer. He was instrumental in showcasing his Southern Syncopated Orchestra in the prominent
concert halls of the Unites States and Europe, even featuring New Orleans clarinetist Sidney Bechet, who
later introduced European audiences to authentic blues. Once mentored by Frederick Douglas, Will Marion
Cook went on to mentor Duke Ellington, paving the path for orchestral concert jazz.

Through interpretive and musical analyses, Carter traces Cook's successful evolution from minstrelsy to
musical theater. Written with his collaborator, the distinguished poet Paul Lawrence Dunbar, Cook's
musicals infused American Musical Theater with African-American music, consequently altering the
direction of American popular music. Cook's In Dahomey, hailed by Gerald Bordman as "one of the most
important events in American Musical Theater history," was the first full-length Broadway musical to be
written and performed by blacks.

Alongside his accomplishments, Carter reveals Cook's contentious side- a man known for his aggressiveness,
pride, and constant quarrels, who became his own worst enemy in regards to his career. Carter further sets
Cook's life against the backdrop of the changing cultural and social milieu: the black theatrical tradition,
white audiences' reaction to black performers, and the growing consciousness and sophistication of blacks in
the arts, especially music.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Bennett:

Precisely why? Because this Swing Along: The Musical Life of Will Marion Cook is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes
the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

David Boggs:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Swing Along: The Musical Life of Will Marion Cook, you
can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Ethelyn Allen:

This Swing Along: The Musical Life of Will Marion Cook is great book for you because the content that is
full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Swing Along: The Musical Life of Will Marion Cook in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or
fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
busy do you still doubt that will?

Mamie Contreras:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Swing Along: The Musical Life of
Will Marion Cook which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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