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What did Abraham Lincoln envision when he talked about "reconstruction?" Assassinated in 1865, the
president did not have a chance to begin the work of reconciling the North and South, nor to oversee
Reconstruction as an official postwar strategy. Yet his final speech, given to thousands gathered in the rain
outside the White House on April 11, 1865, gives a clear indication of what Lincoln's postwar policy might
have looked like-one that differed starkly from what would emerge in the tumultuous decade that followed.

In Lincoln's Last Speech, renowned historian and author Louis P. Masur offers insight into this critical
address and its vision of a reconstructed United States. Coming two days after Robert E. Lee's surrender at
Appomattox and a week after the fall of Richmond, Lincoln's speech was expected to be a victory oration.
Instead, he looked to the future, discussing how best to restore the seceded states to the national government,
and even endorsing limited black suffrage. Delving into the language and arguments of Lincoln's last
address, Masur traces the theme of reconstruction as it developed throughout his presidency, starting with the
very earliest days of the war.

Masur illuminates the evolution of Lincoln's thinking and the national debate around reconstruction,
touching on key moments such as the Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction on December 8, 1863,
and Lincoln's pocket veto of the Wade-Davis bill in July 1864. He also examines social reconstruction,
including the plight of freedmen and the debate over the place of blacks in society; and considers the
implications of Lincoln's speech after April 1865, when Andrew Johnson assumed office and the ground was
laid for the most radical phases of the postwar policy. A nuanced study of Lincoln's views on national
reconciliation, this work gives us a better understanding of the failures that occurred with postwar
Reconstruction and the eventual path that brought the country to reunion.
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From reader reviews:

David Chambers:

This book untitled Lincoln's Last Speech: Wartime Reconstruction and the Crisis of Reunion (Pivotal
Moments in American History) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because
when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in
the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Juana Rummel:

The guide untitled Lincoln's Last Speech: Wartime Reconstruction and the Crisis of Reunion (Pivotal
Moments in American History) is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the
reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book
of Lincoln's Last Speech: Wartime Reconstruction and the Crisis of Reunion (Pivotal Moments in American
History) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Rosa Rodriguez:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's spirit or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to at this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not
important, boring as well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is
very important for you. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish.
Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Lincoln's Last Speech: Wartime
Reconstruction and the Crisis of Reunion (Pivotal Moments in American History) can make you feel more
interested to read.

May Davidson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. With
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Lincoln's Last Speech: Wartime Reconstruction and the Crisis of Reunion (Pivotal
Moments in American History) when you essential it?
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