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S.Y. Agnon was the greatest Hebrew writer of the twentieth century, and the only Hebrew writer to receive
the Nobel Prize for literature. He devoted the last years of his life to writing a massive cycle of stories about
Buczacz, the Galician town (now in Ukraine) in which he grew up. Yet when these stories were collected
and published three years after Agnon's death, few took notice. Years passed before the brilliance and
audacity of Agnon's late project could be appreciated.

The Parable and Its Lesson is one of the major stories from this work. Set shortly after the massacres of
hundreds of Jewish communities in the Ukraine in 1648, it tells the tale of a journey into the Netherworld
taken by a rabbi and his young assistant. What the rabbi finds in his infernal journey is a series of troubling
theological contradictions that bear on divine justice. Agnon's story gives us a fascinating window onto a
community in the throes of mourning its losses and reconstituting its spiritual, communal, and economic life
in the aftermath of catastrophe. There is no question that Agnon wrote of the 1648 massacres out of an
awareness of the singular catastrophic massacre of his own time—the Holocaust.

James S. Diamond has provides an extensive set of notes to make it possible for today's reader to grasp the
rich cultural world of the text. The introduction and interpretive essay by Alan Mintz illuminate Agnon's
grand project for recreating the life of Polish Jewry, and steer the reader through the knots and twists of the
plot.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Ables:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This The Parable and Its Lesson: A Novella
(Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Mark Maney:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Parable and Its Lesson: A Novella (Stanford Studies
in Jewish History and C) as the daily resource information.

Charlotte Ramsey:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Parable and
Its Lesson: A Novella (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C), you can tells your family, friends and soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Michael Short:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is actually The Parable and Its Lesson: A Novella (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C).
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