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Often the target of uninformed or hostile criticism, the Enlightenment has been characterized as
"shallow and pretentious intellectualism" and "unreasonable contempt for authority and tradition."
In this provocative book--at once a scholarly study and a vigorous polemic--Peter Gay sets out to
shatter old myths, to sort out illusion from reality, and to restore the men of the Enlightenment--
Voltaire, Rousseau, Diderot--to the esteem they deserve.

The nine related essays in The Party of Humanity fall into three divisions: three are on Voltaire, presenting
the great philosophe as a tough-minded, realistic man of letters who tried to reshape his world, rather than as
a merely brittle and shallow wit. Then, three essays discuss the French Enlightenment as a whole and seek
for the unity underlying the diversity of tempers and attitudes among its leaders. The last three, which
include Mr. Gay's well-known critique of Carl Becker's The Heavenly City of the Eighteenth Century
Philosophers, challenge some widely accepted views of the Enlightenment. The longest chapter here is a
detailed examination of Rousseau and his reputation among his interpreters.

What all nine essays have in common, apart from their portrayal of the philosophes as serious and engaged
partisans of humanity, is that they are essays in the social history of ideas; they all treat ideas as inseparable
from the specific social and cultural setting from which they emerge, and which they affect.
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From reader reviews:

Rolando Gil:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time
to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do? All people
has many questions above. They should answer that question because just their can do this. It said that about
reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería until university
need this particular The Party of Humanity: Essays in the French Enlightenment to read.

Patricia Howard:

The actual book The Party of Humanity: Essays in the French Enlightenment has a lot info on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after scanning this book.

Catherine Ng:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to
be go through. The Party of Humanity: Essays in the French Enlightenment can be your answer because it
can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Dennis Gaines:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Party of Humanity: Essays in the French
Enlightenment can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have factor that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have The Party
of Humanity: Essays in the French Enlightenment.
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