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Alden Dow was a midwesterner by birth, but he left a legacy national in stature.

Active from the early 1930s through the late 1970s, Dow designed some six hundred projects—often
daringly modern houses and religious buildings, schools and colleges, business and civic structures, and even
a new town in Texas. He changed the face of his hometown of Midland, Michigan, leaving it more than one
hundred houses, offices and plants for The Dow Chemical Company, churches, banks, schools, and
recreational structures. Nowhere is Dow's genius more evident than in his Home and Studio in Midland, a
National Historic Landmark. Alden B. Dow: Midwestern Modern tells the story of both this exceptional
residence and the architect who spent a half century developing his vision of a more humane way of
building.

Beginning with the family—his father founded The Dow Chemical Company—and the town that encouraged
him, the book traces the life and work of Alden Dow as well as the intensely personal philosophy that
governed everything he did. The architect rejected the traditional concept of style and instead urged that
buildings reflect their function, inspire their users, and encompass the qualities of honesty, humility, and
enthusiasm. "There is never a fine thing unless it is original," he suggested, emphasizing the need for
creativity and quality. Dow's influences were numerous: nature, the organic architecture of Frank Lloyd
Wright (with whom he studied briefly as part of the Taliesin Fellowship), reason and practicality, the arts of
Japan, the color wheel, and, always, an unfailing sense of fun and joy.

185 color, 220 black-and-white illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Frances Williamson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Alden B.
Dow: Midwestern Modern? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you
have different opinion?

Elizabeth Parker:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Alden B. Dow: Midwestern
Modern book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Brandon Harmon:

The book untitled Alden B. Dow: Midwestern Modern contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new
age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so
you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Leonard Bassett:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Alden B. Dow: Midwestern Modern can
give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Alden B. Dow: Midwestern Modern.
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