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This brilliantly original study uncovers a side to Napoleon Bonaparte which has hitherto been ignored by
biographers - that of the aspiring novelist and man of letters. In this illuminating, witty and elegantly written
book, Andy Martin reveals how this neglected aspect of Napoleon's remarkable life actually provides the key
to understanding it.

The French Revolution, Austerlitz and Waterloo all came second in Napoleon's life to a Discourse on
Happiness, a Dialogue on Love and repeated attempts at a novel. Napoleon began as a would-be Rousseau
and ended up on Saint Helena dictating his own confessions. The colossal rise and catastrophic fall of his
empire are, Martin argues, anticipated in the obsessive and tragicomic pages of his voluminous writings.

Napoleon emerges as an idealist, romantic, visionary, critic, a thinker with an epic imagination and an
underdeveloped sense of reality, pushing his 'portable library' across Europe, Asia and the Orient, and always
wrestling with the intricacies of language and literature. And, although Napoleon was denounced as a failure
in an essay competition, Martin shows that he did indeed succeed in imposing himself as the archetype and
inspiration of modern European culture.

This provocative book will appeal to a wide general readership. It will also be of interest to students of
literature, modern languages and European history.
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From reader reviews:

Bobbi Wilkinson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Napoleon the Novelist. Try to face the book Napoleon
the Novelist as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Cheryl Estrella:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Napoleon the
Novelist suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Napoleon the Novelistis a single of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that
you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information
about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Cruz Fleury:

The book untitled Napoleon the Novelist is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the
quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will
get the e-book of Napoleon the Novelist from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Michael Gage:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the book untitled Napoleon the Novelist can be great book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.
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