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Thailand’s Bhumibol Adulyadej, the only king ever born in the United States, came to the throne of his
country in 1946 and is now the world’s longest-serving monarch. The King Never Smiles, the first
independent biography of Thailand's monarch, tells the unexpected story of Bhumibol's life and sixty-year
rule—how a Western-raised boy came to be seen by his people as a living Buddha, and how a king widely
seen as beneficent and apolitical could in fact be so deeply political and autocratic.
Paul Handley provides an extensively researched, factual account of the king’s youth and personal
development, ascent to the throne, skillful political maneuverings, and attempt to shape Thailand as a
Buddhist kingdom. Handley takes full note of Bhumibol's achievements in art, in sports and jazz, and he
credits the king's lifelong dedication to rural development and the livelihoods of his poorest subjects. But,
looking beyond the widely accepted image of the king as egalitarian and virtuous, Handley portrays an anti-
democratic monarch who, together with allies in big business and the corrupt Thai military, has protected a
centuries-old, barely modified feudal dynasty.
When at nineteen Bhumibol assumed the throne, the Thai monarchy had been stripped of power and prestige.
Over the ensuing decades, Bhumibol became the paramount political actor in the kingdom, silencing critics
while winning the hearts and minds of his people. The book details this process and depicts Thailand’s
unique constitutional monarch—his life, his thinking, and his ruling philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Anderson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will want this The King Never Smiles: A Biography of Thailand's Bhumibol Adulyadej.

Bertha Underwood:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you is you don't know which one you should start with. This The King Never Smiles: A Biography of
Thailand's Bhumibol Adulyadej is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Tracy Caudle:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The The King Never Smiles: A Biography of Thailand's Bhumibol Adulyadej will give you new experience
in looking at a book.

Jill Lee:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and The King Never Smiles: A Biography of
Thailand's Bhumibol Adulyadej or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes The King Never Smiles: A Biography of Thailand's Bhumibol
Adulyadej to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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