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Unruly People shows that in mid-Qing Guangdong banditry occurred mainly in the densely populated core
Canton delta where state power was strongest, challenging the conventional wisdom that banditry was most
prevalent in peripheral areas. Through extensive archival research, Antony reveals that this is because the
local working poor had no other options to ensure their livelihood.

In 1780 the Qing government enacted the first of a series of special laws to deal specifically with Guangdong
bandits who plundered on land and water. The new law was prompted by what officials described as a
spiraling "bandit miasma" in the province that had been simmering for decades. To understand the need for
the special laws, Unruly People takes a closer look at the complex relationships and interconnections
between bandits, sworn brotherhoods, local communities, and the Qing state in Guangdong from 1760 to
1845.

Antony treats collective crime as a symptom of the dysfunction in local society and breakdown of the
imperial legal system. He analyzes over 2,300 criminal cases found in palace and routine memorials in the
Qing archives, as well as extant Chinese literary and foreign sources and fieldwork in rural Guangdong, to
recreate vivid details of late imperial China's underworld of crime and violence.
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From reader reviews:

Latrice Miller:

This Unruly People: Crime, Community, and State in Late Imperial South China are generally reliable for
you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Unruly People: Crime,
Community, and State in Late Imperial South China can be on the list of great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that probably will
shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Unruly People: Crime, Community, and State in Late
Imperial South China forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Joseph Haner:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about
the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them
is this Unruly People: Crime, Community, and State in Late Imperial South China.

Terry Kiser:

The publication with title Unruly People: Crime, Community, and State in Late Imperial South China
includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book.
That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular
book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so
you can read the item anywhere you want.

Jaime McKenney:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Unruly People: Crime,
Community, and State in Late Imperial South China, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right,
you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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