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Thefirst historical appraisal of the astonishing life and times of a controversial twentieth-century saint

Padre Pio is one of the world's most beloved holy figures, more popular in Italy than the Virgin Mary and
even Jesus. Histomb is the most visited Catholic shrine anywhere, drawing more devotees than Lourdes. His
miraculous feats included the ability to fly and to be present in two places at once; an apparition of Padre Pio
in midair prevented Allied warplanes from dropping bombs on his hometown. Most notable of all were his
stigmata, which provoke heated controversy to this day. Were they truly God-given? A psychosomatic
response to extreme devotion? Or, perhaps, the self-inflicted wounds of a charlatan?

Now acclaimed historian Sergio Luzzatto offers a pioneering investigation of this remarkable man and his
followers. Neither aworshipful hagiography nor a sensationalist exposé, Padre Pio is a nuanced examination
of the persistence of mysticism in contemporary society and a striking analysis of the links between
Catholicism and twentieth-century politics. Granted unprecedented access to the Vatican archives, Luzzatto
has also unearthed a letter from Padre Pio himself in which the monk asks for a secret delivery of carbolic
acid-a discovery which helps explain why two successive popes regarded Padre Pio as a fraud, until pressure
from Pio-worshipping pilgrims forced the Vatican to change its views.

A profoundly original tale of wounds and wonder, salvation and swindle, Padre Pio exploreswhat it really
means to be a saint in our time.

Padre Pio isthe winner of the 2011 Cundill Prize in History
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From reader reviews:
Cruz Fleury:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Padre Pio:
Miracles and Politicsin a Secular Age suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in
this era. The particular book untitled Padre Pio: Miracles and Politicsin a Secular Ageis one of several books
this everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will
give you awide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in
this book.

Angel Martinez:

Padre Pio: Miracles and Politics in a Secular Age can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his’her
effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Padre Pio: Miracles and Politicsina
Secular Age nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you
into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Scott Harrington:

Isit you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Padre Pio: Miracles and Politicsin a
Secular Age can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand-new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these books
have than the others?

Daryl Radford:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can choose
the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by ssmply searching fromit. It is known as of book
Padre Pio: Miracles and Politicsin a Secular Age. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving
the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It ismost crucial that, you
must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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