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There is scarcely a New England town which does not contain houses, church spires, or ornamental interior
details derived from the Late Colonial architectural designs of Asher Benjamin (1773–1845). Benjamin
disseminated his ideas chiefly through his publications, of which this book is the most important.
Books such as The American Builder's Companion were written for local carpenters to be used as manuals
and guides. They made it possible for small-town carpenters, who were already skilled in rudimentary
carpentry and house construction, to give their buildings sophistication and style. There were instructions for
raising and supporting several types of roofs, constructing winding stairs, spacing fluting evenly on columns,
modeling and mounting friezes, etc. Carpenters were thus able to plan, build, and decorate complex, ornate
structures.
The American Builder's Companion includes rules and definitions of practical geometry and discussion of
methods for drawing basic shapes and cutting them out of solids. There are designs for interior ornament —
patterns for decorative cornices, moldings, banisters, stucco ceiling ornaments, mantels, etc., as well as
designs for doorways and windows. Benjamin also deals with problematic structural elements, and finally
provides full plans and elevations for private houses, wooden churches, and a court house.
Important as one of the single, major disseminators of a style which became almost ubiquitous in the
Northeast, Benjamin's book also contains a rich store of evidence on problems and achievements of early
American builders. Direct references to tools, materials, common practices and processes, and unconscious
indication of taste and aesthetic values of the time will be invaluable to students of architecture, experts in
restoration, and readers interested in American history and culture. New introduction by William Morgan. 70
plates.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Hubbard:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular The American Builder's
Companion book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Richard Horgan:

The publication untitled The American Builder's Companion is the e-book that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that article author
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also
might get the e-book of The American Builder's Companion from the publisher to make you considerably
more enjoy free time.

Helen Albertson:

The American Builder's Companion can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The American Builder's Companion but
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
thinking.

Blake Darden:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for you
is The American Builder's Companion this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this
world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer
make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this
book. That's why this book suitable all of you.
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