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In the late 1890s, Britain was basking in the high noon of empire, albeit with the sobering experience of the
Boer War just around the corner. By 1956, the year of the Suez debacle and less than a lifetime later, the age
of empire was drawing rapidly to a close and Britain's position as an independent great power was over. In
between, the country had experienced two devastating world wars. India - the jewel in her imperial crown -
had gained independence. And there had been far-reaching changes on the domestic front: the birth of the
welfare state, full men's (and eventually women's) suffrage, and the foundation of the National Health
Service, to name but a few.

Throughout this momentous period, the Oxford Union, the world's most famous debating society, continued
to meet to debate and discuss the changing world around them. Sometimes their debates had important
repercussions in the wider world - such as the notorious 'King and Country' debate of 1933 which made
headlines around the globe and which Winston Churchill described as that 'abject, squalid, shameless
avowal.' More often than not, the debates had merely a local impact, even if among the debaters were many
of the leaders, thinkers, and opinion formers of the future, figures such as Harold Macmillan, Archbishop
Temple, Edward Heath, and Tony Benn.

In The Golden Talking Shop, former Parliamentary sketch writer (and Union member) Edward Pearce tells
the story of Britain - and the world - in the first half of the twentieth century as seen from the perspective of
these Union debates: sometimes shocking, sometimes wittily amusing, and often both. The students do most
of the talking, along the way revealing the changing preoccupations, prejudices, and assumptions of their
changing times. A distinct pre-First World War fashion for Social Darwinism is in due course replaced by a
widespread 1930s penchant for Stalinism, with civilized opinion reliably breaking in on occasion too. Above
all, browsing these debates, taken straight from another age, gives the reader a vivid, sometimes piquant,
sense of a Britain which is now passing from living memory - and serves as a powerful reminder of the ways
in which the past and its attitudes really are a foreign country.
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From reader reviews:

Nannie Hernandez:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The Golden Talking-
Shop: The Oxford Union Debates Empire, World War, Revolution, and Women? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Pat Billings:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Golden Talking-
Shop: The Oxford Union Debates Empire, World War, Revolution, and Women that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are
able to pick The Golden Talking-Shop: The Oxford Union Debates Empire, World War, Revolution, and
Women become your own starter.

Patricia Cockrell:

The book untitled The Golden Talking-Shop: The Oxford Union Debates Empire, World War, Revolution,
and Women contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way.
The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it.
The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Samuel Lashley:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
identified as of book The Golden Talking-Shop: The Oxford Union Debates Empire, World War,
Revolution, and Women. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it
could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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