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In 1803 Lewis and Clark set out on their epic expedition across the American wilderness west of the
Mississippi, armed with the typical weapon of their day, the single-shot muzzle-loading rifle. By 1865, a
variety of breech-loading and repeating arms had been invented there were both easier to use and more
accurate. This encyclopedic study, part one of a two-part book, traces the development and uses of firearms
on the frontier during that period, drawing on primary sources such as correspondence and diaries,
newspaper accounts, government reports, and patent materials. Equally significant are the many rare
photographs and illustrations that accompany the text.

Then, as now, most of the advances in weaponry were made in response to the military’s needs, becoming
available somewhat later to civilians, and then to Indians. The authors thoroughly cover the refinements and
adaptations of weapons for employ by these three groups and by explorers and trappers, describing in detail
each gun, its modifications, operations, and uses. Some of the varieties of the weapons discussed include
rifles, smoothbores, carbines and musketoons, and pistols.

In many ways the history of firearms on the frontier parallels the history of the development of the West.
This engrossing, detailed study adds an important new dimension to our understanding of many of the
pivotal events in the settlement of the region, broadening, too, our knowledge of the individuals who took
part in them.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Hernandez:

This book untitled Firearms of the American West 1803-1865 (v. 1) to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Ronald Hill:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book Firearms of the American West 1803-1865 (v. 1) it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
provides high quality.

Cynthia Carter:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Firearms of the American West 1803-1865
(v. 1) publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Firearms of the American West
1803-1865 (v. 1) as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can
break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Frank Foushee:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your
mind talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be examine. Firearms of the American West 1803-1865 (v. 1) can be your answer
given it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.
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