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The United States has always proved an inviting home for boosters, sharp dealers, and outright swindlers.
Worship of entrepreneurial freedom has complicated the task of distinguishing aggressive salesmanship from
unacceptable deceit, especially on the frontiers of innovation. At the same time, competitive pressures have
often nudged respectable firms to embrace deception. As a result, fraud has been a key feature of American
business since its beginnings. In this sweeping narrative, Edward Balleisen traces the history of fraud in
America--and the evolving efforts to combat it--from the age of P. T. Barnum through the eras of Charles
Ponzi and Bernie Madoff.

Starting with an early nineteenth-century American legal world of "buyer beware," this unprecedented
account describes the slow, piecemeal construction of modern regulatory institutions to protect consumers
and investors, from the Gilded Age through the New Deal and the Great Society. It concludes with the more
recent era of deregulation, which has brought with it a spate of costly frauds, including the savings and loan
crisis, corporate accounting scandals, and the recent mortgage-marketing debacle.

By tracing how Americans have struggled to foster a vibrant economy without enabling a corrosive level of
fraud, this book reminds us that American capitalism rests on an uneasy foundation of social trust.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Cao:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question because just
their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Fraud: An American History from Barnum
to Madoff to read.

Tina Alley:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this Fraud: An American History from
Barnum to Madoff book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Karen Perl:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Fraud: An American History from Barnum
to Madoff is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read
it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.

Anthony Wilson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. Within
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Fraud: An American History from Barnum to Madoff when you essential it?
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