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Eleven days of hell was how those charged with restoring order to York, Pennsylvania, described the July
1969 riots. The false accusation of a young African American boy against a group of white gang youths--a
charge that fell like a match to straw in the already racially charged atmosphere --incited mayhem that
quickly escalated from throwing rocks to indiscriminate shooting between blacks and whites. With the city
out of control, then Governor Raymond Shafer called in the National Guard. In the end, the toll came to two
dead--Henry Schaad, a white police officer, and Lillie Belle Allen, a young black woman--untold numbers
wounded, enormous destruction of property, and a ruptured community. Though the shooters of Schaad and
Allen were known at the time, in the interest of preserving a fragile peace, the district attorney declined to
prosecute a case for the killings.

Fast-forward to May 17, 2001, when York Mayor Charlie Robertson, a former police officer on duty during
the riots, is arrested and, later, on the steps of City Hall, chokes out the words: "Murder . . . murder . . .
murder is the charge!" The prosecution's chief witness accused Robertson of handing out .30-06 shells to
white gang members, instigating them to kill, during the hot night of July 21, 1969, but the witness was
himself a corrupt and uncorroborated source with an otherwise faulty memory. In fact, pathologists who
examined Lillie Belle Allen's body determined that a slug from a 12-gauge shotgun, not .30-06 ammunition,
had taken her life. Moreover, Charlie was not even at the scene when the fatal shot was fired. During the
carnage that was the 1969 riots, the one and only misdeed a now-repentant Charlie was guilty of was raising
his fist in the air and yelling "white power" in Farquhar Park, two days after the death of Officer Schaad.
But, despite tainted testimony, the deaths of key witnesses after a lapse of thirty-two years, the loss of crucial
evidence, and the erosion of memories, Charlie Robertson stood charged with the murder of Lillie Belle
Allen.

Thus, in the effort to right a long-ago wrong, another grievous one is committed. And now the jackals--as
defense attorney and author William C. Costopoulos describes the media in this biting account of his most
challenging case--go to work. Building the case against Robertson, editorials demand his resignation as
mayor of York. Asked by the chairman of the York Democratic Party to withdraw from his race for
reelection as mayor, then underway, Charlie complies, but refuses to resign his current term: "nobody was
going to take that from him." The life of Charlie Robertson, who grew up in York and devoted his life to
serving his beloved White Rose City, lies in ruins.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Coghlan:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Murder Is the
Charge: The True Story of Mayor Charlie Robertson and the York, Pennsylvania, Race Riots suitable to
you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Murder Is
the Charge: The True Story of Mayor Charlie Robertson and the York, Pennsylvania, Race Riotsis the main
of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book
will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world within this book.

James Roberts:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read will be Murder Is the Charge: The True Story of Mayor Charlie Robertson and the York, Pennsylvania,
Race Riots.

Cynthia Gomez:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Murder Is the Charge: The
True Story of Mayor Charlie Robertson and the York, Pennsylvania, Race Riots, you may enjoy both. It is
great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Joe Williams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Murder Is



the Charge: The True Story of Mayor Charlie Robertson and the York, Pennsylvania, Race Riots.
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