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Over the centuries, New Testament texts have often been read in ways that reflect and encourage anti-
Semitism. For example, the parable of the "wicked husbandmen," who kill the son of their landlord in order
to seize the land, has been used to blame the Jews for the death of Christ. Since the Holocaust, Christian
scholars have increasingly recognized and rejected this inheritance. In Parables for Our Time Tania
Oldenhage seeks to fashion a biblical hermeneutics that consciously works with memories of the Holocaust.

New Testament scholars have not directly confronted the horror of Nazi crimes, Oldenhage argues, but their
work has nonetheless been deeply affected by the events of the Holocaust. By placing twentieth-century
biblical scholarship within its specific historical and cultural contexts, she is able to trace the process by
which the Holocaust gradually moved into the collective consciousness of New Testament scholars, both in
Germany and in the United States. Her focus is on the scholarly interpretation of the parables of Jesus. She
sets the stage with the work of Wolfgang Harnisch who exemplifies the problems surrounding Holocaust
remembrance in the Germany of the 1980s and 1990s. She then turns to Joachim Jeremias's eminent work on
the parables, first published in 1947. Jeremias's anti-Jewish rhetoric, she argues, should be understood not
only as a perpetuation of an age-old interpretive pattern, but as representative of German difficulties in
responding to the Holocaust immediately after the war. Oldenhage goes on to explore the way in which
Jeremias's approach was challenged by biblical scholars in the U.S. during the 1970s. In particular, she
examines the turn to literature and literary theory exemplified in the works of John Dominic Crossan and
Paul Ricoeur. Nazi atrocities became part of the cultural reservoir from which Crossan and Ricoeur drew,
she shows, although they never engaged with the historical facts of the Holocaust. In conclusion, Oldenhage
offers her own reading of the parable of the wicked husbandmen, demonstrating how the turn from historical
to literary criticism opens up the text to interpretation in light of the Holocaust. If the parables are to be
meaningful in our time, she contends, we must take account of the troubling resonances between these
ancient Christian stories and the atrocities of Auschwitz.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Ashton:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this Parables for Our Time: Rereading New Testament Scholarship after the Holocaust (AAR
Cultural Criticism Series).

Curtis Miller:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Parables for Our Time:
Rereading New Testament Scholarship after the Holocaust (AAR Cultural Criticism Series), you can enjoy
both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Agatha Roughton:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Parables for Our Time: Rereading New Testament Scholarship after the
Holocaust (AAR Cultural Criticism Series) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Gary Wells:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Parables for Our Time:
Rereading New Testament Scholarship after the Holocaust (AAR Cultural Criticism Series) which is having
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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