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From Mark Haddon, author of The Curious I ncident of the Dog in the Night-Time, A Spot of Bother,
and The Red House, nine dazzling stories diverse in style but united in emotional power

Thetalesin Mark Haddon' s lyrical and uncompromising new collection take many forms—\Victorian
adventure story, science fiction, morality tale, contemporary realism—but they all showcase his virtuoso
giftsas astylist and the deep well of empathy that made his three bestselling novels so compelling.

The characters here are often isolated physically or estranged from their families, yet they yearn for
connection. In aggregate the stories become a meditation on the essential aloneness of the human condition
but also on the connections, however tenuous and imperfect, that link people to one another. In the title story,
an unnamed narrator describes with cool precision a catastrophe that strikes a seaside town, both tearing lives
apart and bringing them together.

In the prizewinning story “The Gun,” aboy’slifeis marked by the afternoon he encounters a
semiautomatic pistol belonging to hisfriend’s older brother; in “The Island,” a Greek princess is abandoned
on anisland by her abductor; in “The Boys Who Left Hometo Learn Fear,” a group of adventurers travel
deep into the Amazonian jungle but discover the gravest danger lurking among their own number; and in
“The Woodpecker and the Wolf,” awoman wonders whether she has chosen to travel to Mars only to escape
the entanglement of human relationships back here on Earth.

Drawing inventively from history, myth, folktales, and modern life, The Pier Falls showcases Haddon’s
immense gifts of invention and penetrating insight.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Lawrence Gregory:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth alwaystry to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of
them isthis The Pier Falls: And Other Stories (Vintage Contemporaries).

Cindy Gross:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the book untitled The Pier Falls: And Other Stories (Vintage Contemporaries) can
be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Teresa Graham:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That The Pier Falls: And Other Stories (Vintage
Contemporaries) can give you alot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have The Pier
Falls: And Other Stories (Vintage Contemporaries).

Wade Diaz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The Pier Falls: And Other Stories (Vintage
Contemporaries).
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