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This book details how quantification can serve both as evidence and as an instrument of government,
whether when dealing with statistics on employment, occupational health and economic governance, or when
developing public management or target-driven policies. In the process, it presents a thought-provoking
homage to Alain Desrosières, who pioneered ways to study large numbers and the politics underlying them.

It opens with a summary of Desrosières's contributions to the field in which several generations of
researchers detail how this statistician and historian profoundly influenced them. This tribute, based on
personal testimonies, bears witness to the vitality of the school of thought and analytical framework
Desrosières initiated. Next, a collection of essays explores the statistical argument in the neoliberal era,
examining issues such as counting the homeless in Europe, measuring the performance of public services,
and quantifying the effects of public action on the unemployed in France.

The third part details the uses of quantification. It reveals that although statistics are frequently used to the
advantage of those in power, they can also play a vital role in challenging and resisting both the conventions
underlying the measurements as well as the measurements themselves.
Featuring the work of economists, historians, political scientists, sociologists, and statisticians, this title
provides readers with a thoughtful look at an influential figure in the history of statistics. It also shows how
statistics are used to direct public policy, the degree of conflict that is possible in their production, and the
disputes that can develop around their uses.
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From reader reviews:

Sonja Johnson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular The Social Sciences of
Quantification: From Politics of Large Numbers to Target-Driven Policies (Logic, Argumentation &
Reasoning) book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Sheila Gallagher:

Here thing why this specific The Social Sciences of Quantification: From Politics of Large Numbers to
Target-Driven Policies (Logic, Argumentation & Reasoning) are different and reliable to be yours. First of
all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. The Social Sciences of Quantification: From Politics of Large Numbers to
Target-Driven Policies (Logic, Argumentation & Reasoning) giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with The Social Sciences of
Quantification: From Politics of Large Numbers to Target-Driven Policies (Logic, Argumentation &
Reasoning). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in
the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your
car, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed
book maybe the form of The Social Sciences of Quantification: From Politics of Large Numbers to Target-
Driven Policies (Logic, Argumentation & Reasoning) in e-book can be your option.

Lois Hernandez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be The Social Sciences of Quantification: From Politics of
Large Numbers to Target-Driven Policies (Logic, Argumentation & Reasoning) why because the excellent
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

William Hayes:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get
a half elements of the book. You can choose the book The Social Sciences of Quantification: From Politics
of Large Numbers to Target-Driven Policies (Logic, Argumentation & Reasoning) to make your current



reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and examining
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the publication
The Social Sciences of Quantification: From Politics of Large Numbers to Target-Driven Policies (Logic,
Argumentation & Reasoning) can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of this time.
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