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One of the most independent thinkers in German intellectual history, the Enlightenment author Gotthold
Ephraim Lessing (1729-1781) contributed in decisive and lasting fashion to literature, philosophy, theology,
criticism, and drama theory. Lessing invented the bürgerliches Trauerspiel (bourgeois tragedy) and wrote one
of the first successful German tragedies as well as one of the finest German comedies. In his final dramatic
masterpiece, Nathan der Weise, he writes of Christianity, Judaism, and Islam, of religious tolerance and
intolerance and the clash of civilizations. Lessing's dramas are the oldest German theater pieces still
regularly performed (both in Germany and internationally), and both his plays and his drama theory have
influenced such writers as Goethe, Schiller, Hebbel, Hauptmann, Ibsen, Strindberg, Schnitzler, and Brecht.
Addressing an audience ranging from graduate students to seasoned scholars, this volume introduces
Lessing's life and times and places him within the broader context of the European Enlightenment. It
discusses his pathbreaking dramas, his equally revolutionary theoretical, critical, and aesthetic writings, his
original fables, his innovative work in philosophy and theology, and his significant contributions to Jewish
emancipation. The volume concludes by examining 20th-century reception of Lessing and his oeuvre.
Contributors: Barbara Fischer, Thomas C. Fox, Steven D. Martinson, Klaus L. Berghahn, John Pizer, Beate
Allert, H. B. Nisbet, Arno Schilson, Willi Goetschel, Peter Höyng, Karin A. Wurst, Ann Schmiesing,
Reinhart Meyer, Hans-Joachim Kertscher, Hinrich C. Seeba, Dieter Fratzke, Helmut Berthold, Herbert
Rowland. Barbara Fischer is Associate Professor of German and Thomas C. Fox is Professor of German,
both at the University of Alabama.
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From reader reviews:

Harry Blalock:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve A Companion to the Works of
Gotthold Ephraim Lessing (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture) will make you to possibly
be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think
that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like
that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Louis Ono:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is you
don't know what type you should start with. This A Companion to the Works of Gotthold Ephraim Lessing
(Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Shelia Sepulveda:

This book untitled A Companion to the Works of Gotthold Ephraim Lessing (Studies in German Literature
Linguistics and Culture) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when
you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book
shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for
your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Miguel Sherman:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book A Companion to the Works of Gotthold
Ephraim Lessing (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture) to make your own reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book
to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the publication A Companion to the
Works of Gotthold Ephraim Lessing (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture) can to be your
brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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